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The Problem of 
The Funeral Elegy 

by Joseph Sobnlll 

News ;(em: W;,II {he aid of compll iers, SC/iO/lIl',\' {Ire aflrUm,; ,,!: (I 

poem ril/ e(/ "1\ Plll/ eml Elegy, " published ill 1612 amI signed 
10 William Shake,\'penre. 

" Well. Holmes," I said, laying down thc 11l0l'Il ing paper, " have 
YOll seen the report of the newly discovered' FUllcral Elegy' by Shake­
spcare?" 

'" have heard something nbmlt it ," Sherlock I-Iallncs rcpl ied. "B ut 
I confess I have not given it Illy full attention, PcrIHll)S, my dear 
Watson. you will be so kind as to enli ghten me," 

"An Amcrica n scholar named Donald Foster, who fOllnd thc poem, 
has delcl'min eci , wi th Ihe aid of modern computer mcthod s, that it 
closely ",a(ches (he style of Shakespeare." lIere I am afraid I yielded 
to the temptot ion to gloat at myo id companion's expense, " I f he is 
right, Holmes. it certa inl y exp lodes your strange not ion th<ll the Earl 
of Oxford was thc I'cal author." 

" Indeed?" he said w ith mil d surp rise, but witholllr cmovin g the 
pipc from his mouth. 

"Oh, 1110s1 certainl y, You sec, the poem was w ritt en ill 16 12. 
Il avi ng been dead for eight ye,lrs, my lord or Oxford could hardly 
have writt en it." 

"My understanding is (h,,( (he Elegy was published in 16 12. Tha( 
is a differenl I1lHttel'. It may actually have 
been written many years carli er." 

I shook my head. " Impossible. Holmes. 
The subject of (he Elegy is a young man 
nHllled William Peter, who was murdered 
nCar Exeter ill Jnll ll ary of 1612. The poem 
was registered for publi catio n three wecks 
I:Her by Thoma s Thorp e, who was also the 
publisher of Shakespeare's SOil nets," 

"There is 110 chance of a mi stake?" 
" I lUll afraid not. The title page makes il 

quit e clear that Pelel' is the dccc:lsccI man, 
nnd the poem indir ectly conl'l l'lll s tile fact," 

" Indirectly?" 
.. It contains all oblique play on the name 

(COIII;I//IrfllJlI pI/sf! 8) 
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To Our Members: 
From New President 

Charles Vere 

0"'80i"8 SQciel), Pn'"idelll 
RichwYI Whalell addresses 
melllbers (II ,11/: 19,11 
AIIIIIW/ COl/ferellce. See 
page 4 JOl' a I'ePOf'1 01/ Ihe 
COI/Jerel/ce, 

It w:ts a great hOllor fOl' me to 
be voted President orlhe Society.1I 
the Greensboro meeting.nnd I hope. 
to prove myscl r worthy of' your trust 
in the cOllling months Dnd YCm's. It 
is a responsibi lity 111:11 I lake very 
seriously. and I have higl\ hopes for 
the fu ture of Ollr Society. I have II 

hard act LO follow. 
My pr edecessor, Ri chard 

Whalen, steered (he Soeie(y skill­
fu lly and (ireless ly overtwo (homy 
yc;ws o f change and grow th. A 
mcasurc of his immen se encrgy is 
the fa<.:t (hat he managcd to wri te 
and publi sh a book durin g hi s busy 
tellul'C. That book Shakespeare: 
Who Wa.\' He? is now one of the 
merlncst guns in the Oxfordia n ar­
mory, 

Tot hoscofyo u who might obj ect to my age, l can 
only say Ih,111 am a seasoned Ox fordian, huving been 
activcly involved in the movement for len years now. 
and passively through Iny blood ever si nce I fir st smcl t 
the air. 

Nor call anyone doubt thc commitm cnt to our 
com ili on CHlISC of someone who has becn foolhfll'dy 
enough to embark on an open-ended lecturc lour, lh al 
has wkc ll him 10 some 42 SHIICS over thc last fOllr 
years. and has engendered givin g in excess of 200 
lectures for littl e morc than a pilt'ancc! 

T his is 110 t 10 SHy. howeve r, that it hasn' t bcen a 
1110st enrich ing and rewar din g experie ncc in other 
ways, Not only have I had a uniqu e oppor tun ity of 
seeing a greut denl of youI' beautiful and puzzlin g 
land, bUI, more imporulIltly , I h,lve been the gratefu l 
l'ccipi cllI of your marvellou s hosp ita lit y the length 
(mel brcndlhof these United Stmes, We Oxfor dians 
arc <I fiercely loyal and ligh t-kni t group, and I have 

(Cull/illl"." OII /mge 15) 
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World Shakespeare 
Congress to be held 

in Los Angeles 
LOS ANGELES. The International Shakc­
spcum Congress. in conjunction wi th the 
ShakcspcHI'C Association of America, wi ll 
be holding its quinquclln inl meeting at the 
Biltm ore Hotel in Los Angeles Apri l 7th 
through Apr il 14th. 

Wc encourage or l lle S.O.S. 
to jOill the Sh<'lkespeare Assoc iation or 
America ($25 per year) in order to ensure 
th(\t Ox fordinlls hnve a signi li c:,ulI voice ill 
the procccdingr; of our ri val organization. 
So fa r we hnve aro und J 8 members ill the 
S,A.A. With 20 0 1' morc we arc empow ­
ered to subll1i l l'Csolutiolis by wri tten peti ­
lio ll [0 the decision o f the Trll stees. 

This )'oar will be special for Oxforciians 
at the S.A,A, as we nrc hulding our own 
wille .and cheese reception at the Biltm ore 
Hotel on Friday the 12th of April f1"0111 5·7 
p.m. in Ihc GI'.:.cian/A thcninn/Co l'inthian 
Suite o r Rooms . 

We <Ire illdcbtc(1 to Carol Sue Lipm an 
for her organizat ion or the event and to 
Russell des Jr. for his most geller­
ous spollsorship. This will be nil 
nily ror professors to meet with liS 011 <1 1\ 

In formal bHSis hear whm we have 10 
say ahollt Shakcspcilrc the man, 

Ch::lrlcs harnpli n. A rts Cri tic Emeri­
[us or Ihc Los Angel(!s 11I1/e.\" h'1S agreed 10 

act as master of ceremonies. and Br il i5h 
Hc lOI' Michael York has agreed 10 " ll ell d <lnd 
say n few word\( abo ut h is invo lvement ill 
the issue. 

Clwr lcs Vcrc will present n 20-l11 ill tl lc 
case 1'01' Oxford' s au thorship. Also invited 
wi ll be Sir Derek Jacobi alld KC::lllll Reeves, 
the hal young Holl ywood uctor' who J'C­

CCllll y ni.l ilcd his colOrs 10 Ihe Oxford mast. 
We urge you all to take oul membcrship ill 
the .A.A. nncl j oillu s in L.A. 

To apply for rllcmber:-;hip, writc to: 

The Shakespeare A ssoc.:ia tio ll of A lncri c:l , 
DepaJ'lIllCli1 or Engl ish, 
P.O. Box 4033, 
Soutllcl'I1 Mcthodist Univcr:-;i ty, 
Dallas, TX. 75275·0433. 

Shakespeare Ox forci Newsiciler 

That Way Madness Lies 
Elegy Conference in LA still leaves questions 

lIy Cll ro i lloetiger 

LOS ANGE LES, FEB. 9. A confercilceon 
Ihe poem, FIII/emi Elegy for Ma.l'/eI' Will ­
ialll Peler by W.S. (publi shed in 1612) was 
held at UCLA Friday anomoo", with the 
poem'sdiscovcrer Donald Fostcralltl threc 
other well known Sh;'lkcspcllre ;:llI tI101'itic:-. 
part icipming in l:l panel discussion. 

The cOl1fcrcIlcc wC\:-; opcned by Profes­
sor Roben Wulson of UCLA. The fi rst 
spcaker was 1'1"Of. David Holmes 01 the 
Un ivcrsity of thc Wcst or England, n 
stat istician who disclIssed history find 
methods of statistical au thorship studies. 
He COJl1I)li mel1lcd Don Foster's computer 
authorship pl'Ogram as be illg "successful". 

Next wns Professor Donald Foster of 
Vassal' who staled IhHl he was "quite 
cOllvinced IhallF ullcral ElegyJ cannot have 
been writ ten by any olle otllCI' than Shakc­
speare"· He defended the ·'plainness'· ol"the 
pocm HS being a conscious decision by the 
poet to creille (1 symbolic union with his 
"plain speaking·· friend, the deceased Wi l-

Frontline to rebroadcast 
The Mystery 

BOSTON. PBS's Fm",/ille will air 7/", 
SlltIkespe(ll'e Myslel), on April 23. T hc 
show fi rst bl'ondcast in April 1989, 
and WHS the Il1rning point in the lives of 
many or our clirrent Socicty mcmbcrs, 
whose fi rst rea l look al the deta ils of the 
ShakcspC(lI'C Ilu thorshi p dcbate Came 
thrOllgh this show. 

WGBH-TV in Boston plil llS to ereatc (I 
web site on the Illt ernct as a companion to 
the show, Hlld have nlready contac ted the 
Society abOllllin ks wilh our existi ng I-lome 
Page and input 0 11 currell! Oxfordian point!" 
of vicw. Stl'atfordians will be asked to 
cOl1ll'ibu tc their side of thc debate to the 
new wcb si te, which will also includenudio 
clips 1'1'0111 reccnt au thorship dcbi.ltcs. 

Thc Board of Truslees strongly en­
courages Illembers to plan local publi city 
cnmpaigns around the airin g of' this pro­
gram. 

Ijam Peter. (Hcc rcdited Richmd Abramsas 
the originator or this interpretation.) 

Foster acknowledged thai the I)oem 
was vcry dif ferent 1'1'0111 thc SOll llets, but 
observed that ear ly readers of the Sonnets 
considered them unli kable, obscure, and 
tedious. Postcr st:lted tl la t thcev idcllcc was 
inconclusive in 1989 when his book E'fegv 
I;y W.S.: A sfll dy ill Alfl'i/; ,,( ;oll was pub­
lished. 

Now, however, 0 11 the basis of new 
computer evidence. includin g his OW I1 

Shaxicon progr:ltl1, Foster states thnt 
Slwkcspearc did wri te Flln eral Elegy. He 
said that the sill1i1ari t ies betw een 
Shllkespearc's works and Elegy cmlllot be 
due to deli berate Imitation or Shakespeare 
by thc author of Elegy. Porcxmnplc, the usc 
or Ihe words "who" and "whom" to refer to 
an inani mate object is one such simi larity 
between Siulkespeare and the author of 
PIII/emi Elegy. 

Fostcl'coml1lented that in the years si nce 
the 1989 publ ication or hi ", book, there had 
been nO systematic rcbllllni of the attribu­
l ion of FIII/eml Elegy to Shakespcare. He 
said that the establishmcnt of Shakespeare 
as the fi LU ilor or FI/Hem l Elegy would 
vide a contex t for fu ture reacli ltg, ,lnd would 
I\lnkc us "better readers" of' Shakespcare. 

The third speaker, Prof. Lars Engle of' 
tile University of Tulsa, also stntcd thal 
hc believes Shnkespeare to have been the 
<luthor or FUI/eml Elegy, and thHt he was 
nOw C:lt tcmptin g to persuadc others 10 ex ­

tcnd thc Shakespeare CH\lt10n to include 
FIII/emi Elegy. Rererr ing briel'ly to the 
topic of whcther Slwkcspearc's works 
wore authured by dc Vere, El1gle I'cl\lnrkcC! 
"tlltl! way madness lies". 

Engle said thatFlll leral EIt.)gywa,"i writ ­
ten quickl y, as wlls/vJeny Wille.\'ofWilld.ml'. 
He acknowledged Ihnt there is .. 111 apparent 
discrepancy betwecn "ninc of ycars .. . ill 
his bed" (Elegy li lles 511 alld 5 12, which 
refcr to the deceased's w i fe of nine yoms) 
<.I lld the fact Ih11ttlle histor ical Wi lIi am Petcr 
had UCCII l1larried only three years at the 
ti l1le or il is death. He thcor ized that Wi II i[ll11 
Pctcr could have had a mi slress at Ox ford 
ror nine yeHrs prior to his return home and 

(CVlllilllWd fill P"!:' ! 24) 
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Oxford prevails 
in NYC Bar 
Association 

debate 
NEW YORK , OCT. 13. Friday the 13th 
turned oul to be a good day for the Oxford 
cause in New York as one hHlf orlh e Strat­
fordian s allcnding the Association of the 
Bar or the City of New York' s dcbateon the 
authorship wound up voting for Oxford . 

Moderating Shakespeare Cru.\w Ex­
OIlIilwriOll : Wrl/'e 'he S/wkcspeflre plays 
oCilla">, IIIl'illell by Ed1l'ard de Vere, 17,11 
Earl of Oxfo rd'! was Daniel Korn slc in, 
author of KW All lite u/lllyer ,\'! Speaking 
for Shak spc rc of S tratford was Professor 
Dellni s Kay ofOx l'ord Unive rsity (who is 
0 11 :1 visit ing fellow ship to the Univer sity of 
North Carolina at Charlone): speaking rol' 
Edward de Verc waN Vcrc, the Eat'! 
of Bur ford. 

Prore.<sorGaryTay loroi' Brandeis Uni­
versity. and author of Reillv elllill g Shake ­
speare, had been sc hed uled to parti c ipate, 
but withdrew a mere ten days before the 
debate. On sabbatical in rural Alabama 
Professor Taylor was said 10 be concerned 

about the travel arnlngcmcnls ("Shalll fly. 
or sh,,11 I die?"). 

Therefore, Professor Kay, who is the 
author of H recent hiography or Shake· 
speare tlnd is Ull expert on Ihe Earl or 
Oxford , was asked at the last mi nute to fill 
in. I-Ie l11os1 gracioll sly ubl iged.and proved 
to be an excellent debmcr ns well as a 
gent/eman HUc! a true scholllr. and httndlcd 
the dchmc with honesty, courtesy Hnd wit. 

Each speaker had 25 minutes to make 
his casc. Thcn there was a period of cross­
ex:uninat ion directed by M r. Kornstein dur­
ing which the speakers had HII opportllni ly 
to directly question their opponent 011 
points he lwd made ill his opening slate­
melll . This was follow ed by formal reblll ­
tH is of 15 minutes each. nt which point 
questions were allowed from the floor be­
fore i.I finnl closing statement frolll t:llch 
speaker. Mr. KormHcin SlIllllll Cd lip while 
Ihe vote WfI::, bein g taken. The nudicl1ce 
acted as the j ury and were asked to mark 
their ballots twice. oncc to indicatc how 
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/J(llIieJ Kom .\·teill , Charle s \fere ami /) ellll; .f Kay !owlll,IIcmsl'/I,cs lOge/her agai" 
ill N )'CjllslllI'o weeks ttji a ,hey participated;1I 'he I?ClItI; .\·.\'W lce ROll/lllff/ble (If 

''' e AI/llllal Conferellce ill Greell.l·bora. 

tll ey relt before the proccedings and once to 
indic:uc thcir opinio n after he:lI'ing bolh 

sides debate. 
Ch(ll'lcs Vera. was the fir st to and 

concentrated all the topica l nnturc Hnd po­
Iii ieal conten t of Ihe plays. Ht: WH.o; al great 
pains to place Shnkespcare. Ihe author, ill 
his poli tical , historical and cultural context. 
maki ng the point that YOll clIn' t divorce an 
artist rrom the age in which he li ves i f you 
intcm1to truly understtllld him . I-Ie said I hal 

one of the primnr y tests of author ship foJ' 
him waf.> whether or not the candidate pro­
posed forced li S 10 nutke as.l\umptionsnbolil 
the age which were patently untrue, As one 
cxample he cited sonnel 69 in which the 
author scolds the Fair Youth 1'01' bccoming 
·'comm o n.'· Nearly all S tra trorciians con ­
cede thnl the FHir Youth iSH nobleman. even 
a higlH 'anking nobleman, such as the 3rd 
Earl or SOllthalnpton. Yet tlleir acccptHIlCe 
orShakspcrC,lS thea ulhor forces LIS to l11uke 
an assumption abou t Eli zabethan society 
that is patently untrue: namely that a man of 
Shakspere 's COllld wi th impunity (or 
even WOUld) a noblcman:ls vu lgnr 
- .. lIId in pri nl . To make sllch 
is to turn the mores and ethos or Elizabethan 
society on thei r heads. Yet such assump­
tions have to he made again and ifone 
wishes lO accolllmodate the Slratford mall 

HS author, 
Verc then weill onto argue Ihut Halllle l 

is Shakcspenrc's autobiography, and that 
this play i, Ihe key 10 unlocking all the 
secrets of the authorship mystery. Above 
all he stressed that it is in this play that 
Shakespeare provides us wi th his modus 
uperandi. In 01 her words the " Mousetnlp" 
is to ' -llIIlI le/H!'. I-/rullle l is 10 Ihe ElizabctlHHI 
COllrt saga. ai le lei Is the story of the other 

through nllcgory. and both play s Hre more 
Ihan stage enter tainment s: they nrc nels of 
political will from the pen of that most 
artistic of poli tic(ll dissidents at the Royal 
Court, Edward de Vcre. 

If. on the. olhcr hand. hc nrgued l one 
posits the Stratford m.lln as the author of 
and the indi vidual behind Hatu/ e!. then (he 
play inimediutely lo:\es its exci ting sense of 
rC:'l li ty. Vere t!len asked the audience who. 
from a psychologicnl point of view, was the 
more plausi b Ie nul hoI' 0 fI-/all/l et : Sh, IkspCfC 
or de Verc? 

Or to paraphrase Deihl Bneon in her 
1857 masterpiece T"e P"ilosop"y ,,,. 
Plays of SIwk spere (.\'ic) Unfold ed: "Wllo 
was Shakespcare? Was he J-lH1111el himself, 
the subtle Hamiel of the univen.;ity. the 
courtly I-hllnlet. the 'ghJss of fashion and 
the Illould of form'. who Ihc 
players wi th such princely condescension. 
nr is he one of that dirt y, doggish group of 
player s, who come into the scene 
moned li ke:.J pack of hounds 10 Hamlet' s 
service?" 

In his prescntalion Professor Kay 
avoided · Illaking H Cfise 1'0 1' the Stratford 
I1WIl' S aUlhorship and concentrated his 
lenlion instead on the c laims of the End of 
Oxford. nnd here he proved himself vin\l ­
ally llJliqllC among Stratforciian academics. 
Instc(ld of downplayill g the End of 
Oxford's nair and inll ova ti ve skill s (IS a 
poet, or evcn denying them completely, he 
praised the Earl fulsomely as one of the 
most orig inal and talellted poel.s or thenge. 
al1(1 one, indeed, who laid the foundation I' OJ' 

thai great pnlnce of' dainty delights known 
as the golden age of literature. 
I-Ie <luoled with approval from the known 
POCII'y or Oxford and acknowledged (:cr-

(Coillimit'd IJ/I/m gf' f.I) 
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19th Annual Conference in Greensboro, NC 
The 191h Annual onfcrcncc of The 

Shakcspem'c Ox ford Society was held ill 
Gl'cCllsbol'O, NO)'th Carolina, from Sep­
tember 28 to Oetober I , 1995. Approxi ­
mate ly 125 OxfOl'dians frolll arollnd Nonh 
A Illcri ca and Grcat Britain attended. 

T he event was kicked orf by the Re­
l/oi ,\',\,(lIIce Ro""dlabl e 01/ Slwkespea re allli 
rfte L.aw, held on Thursday night at 

Guilford Co llege. Retired Chier.lu stice of 
the NC upremc Court. James EX UIll , Jr. 
pres ided, The paneli sts were Daniel 
Kornslein, mlthor or Kill all the [lIIvyers? 
Dennis Kay, Ox rord University LeClUrcl' 
and Russell Robinson ChairinS hakcspcarc, 
UN -Chariolle, Russ M cDo nald, Dept. of 
Engli sh and Shakespeare scholar, UNC­
Charlotte. Edward Bandel', alilhol'of"SJwkc· 
spearea lld 'he Lmv(soon to be published). 
and Shakespeare Oxford Society Tru stees 
Leonard Deming, who is also a InwycJ' in 
Nashua. New Hampshire. and Charles 
vcre, Earl o f Burford. 

Thcaudiencc numbcrcd 550, includi ng 
Conference attendees, members of the 
Guilford Collegecol111l1unity, Greensboro 
Chapter of the Engli sh Speaking Union, 
and the Greensboro Bar Associat ion, 

Whil e [he topic was Shakespeare and 
the Law, the general thrust of mosl or the 
disclission throughou t the evening inev i· 
tably turned 10 the authorship question , 
I-Iow well die! Shakespeare know the law, 
HIle! how does the extenl ol"his knowledge 
arf'ccllh e deb,\le over who he was? Law­
yers KornSlein and Bander and academics 
Kay and McDonald all cmphasizcd in their 
CO I11t11CllI S lhal whatever Shakcspci\l'C knew 
CQuid have been ucqui l'ccI wi tholll he him­
sclrlw ving been a lawyer, 

Oxrordians Lcn Dcming and Charl es 
Verc cOllntcrcd HWI Shakcspearc's grasp 
or the law wenl far beyond the competenl 
lise orl cgal lcrmin ology, RIJlher it consti­
tuted u who lc mctaphori cal systcm o f 
thought. It was one more installce of' the 
author of the Canon having 
a sophisticated working know ledge on 
malte l'S that are clearl y beyond the scope of 
the Stratrord ll1on's wor ld, A li vely ques­
tion and answer session foll owed the Po­
rum, 

PfIIl elisfS (If lit e NeIlOi,\'.\'(fIlc e ROlllulUilJle 01/ Slwke.\'/Jl.wm (/lid 'h e {..tIll' (Ire, jivIII /eji 

to ,.i811(. Russ Mc/)(mofd, D(II/iet Kom ,'Jreill, Lell lIIo(/el'ClfOr jll/lles £ml/l, 
Vel"c. Dellllis K(lY. (11/(/ Edword !J(li/det: 

This Conrerence had many Hcti vities for 
at tendees IO choosc fmlll, i Ildecd morc than 
allY one person could ilttend. In additi on to 
the lIsui11 presentation of papers, there was 
a 'r eachers Workshop wi th 37 pHrticipants 
fl'Olll high schools in North Cnrolinil, and 
Society members Rollin DeVere (ull thor of 
J-/awkfmlll (I NWU/j'lIW). Richard Whalen 
and others offering guidelines anti advice 
0 11 how to incorporate the authorship and 
the Oxford theory into Icsf\ol1 plans 0 11 

Shakespeare. Richard Whalen's nCw 

teachers' guide was distributed to all Cll· 
tendees. 

Stephanie Hughes met with Oxfordians 
illt erested in planning research projects for 
Ille coming years, wi th emphasis on areas 
whcre new primary research coultl prove 
fruitful. 

Thi s (lImcd ou t to be a lively session. 
with many ideas for future plnns. Stephan ie 
will keep ;:1 11 those who attended (and allY 
othcrs interested) in touch with all occa­
sional newsletter for Oxfo rdian research­
er:5. 

A compl1ter was hook cd up in the Hos­
pitality Room for ongo ing demonst rations 
of the rntemet and World Wid e Web by 
Bill Boy le and M arty Hyatt. All endees 
could see for themselves the new Shake­
speare Oxford Society I-lome Page .mel gct 
<l taste of the rest of this bra ve new world 
of cyberspace. 

Veri ly Anderson, author of The De 

Veres o}' Castfe Nedill gJwlII , narrated i.1 

slideshow ti tled "A n ArmchairTour or De 
Vere Country" 

Other special events included lrustee 
Sall y Mosher' , Harpsichord Recital, fea­
turing work s by Willimn Byrd, such i1s the 
Earl orO xrord's March, and a performance 
of A Mid.<I/I/JI/ler Nigh" s Dre{//J1 at tlte 
North Carolina Shakespcare Feslival On 
Saturday night, and Macbelh on Sunday 
afternoon. It is sn i'e to $ay thai no one 
fl ltending this year's confercnce could have 
smnpled everything. 

Among the papers presented th is year, 
Robert I n.l7,il 's probably drew the most 
co mlllellt. III his "Curioll s Clues from Title 
Pages", Brazil presentcd rcproductiollS of 
Ihe qllartos throllghout i lle I 590s 
,md early 1600s, and showed how e[lch of 
thcm gcncrall y had elaborate woodcut em­
blcms On the cover wi th a preponderance 
of brieF mottoes th(\1 featured the lise of 
Latin words slich as \ler, Vir and other 
vilri ant:5 beginning wi th the lell er "V", In 
his analysis of the embl ems, hI.! made a 
prctt y convincing claim that authorship 
clues had been dclibemtely embcdded in 
the title pages of the Shak espeare quartos. 

T his work is in its c<lr ly slagcs, lind 
Illo re cO l1lparison with other nOIl-Shake­
speHrcan quartos is Ilceded befo re any 
conclusions can be drawn. But it was 
nonctheless an entertaining fi nd thought 
provoki ng presentation. 
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Riclwrd Whalen 's prest.:.ntation on 
"Th e Lost Years o f Edwnrd de Vere" w"s 
nlso quit e interesti ng for the c lues it re· 
veuled aboll t possibl e 18th und 19th cen­
lury awarcncss of de Vcre. In part icul ar 
Wha len drew attenti on to nil eurly 19th 
centur y book entitl ed JJe Verc: M(III of 
Independellce (t hi s paper was pllbli shcd 
in the fall 1995 news lctter, is also now 
avail able throug h the in ternet on the Ever 
Neodcl', the Society' s onlin e magnzinc). 

Roger Stritmmt crt ook tim c olT rrOIl1 his 
study of de Vere'f; Geneva I1ible to talk 
abo llt Edmund Spcnser's Shepherd's Cal­
elidaI' . and exp lore who cou ld be the rca l 
l ife model for "C uddi e". Roger olTered an 
cxcellent case for idcntifyin g Cuddi e as 
Edward de Vcrc. 

C h" ries Boy le (" Much Virtue in II"'). 
A ndy HannllS (,' Hamiel 's Much Offende d 
Text"). Charles V erc(" BOllol11' s Lost Kin g­
dom") and Belly Seil1's (" Sonnets") all pre· 
sented papers that mwlY7.ed Shakcspcfll'c's 
wri tin g asonly Oxi"ordiansc an, w ith a kecn 
eye on the underl y ing political , personal 
and contempOn.lllCOllS sllbtcx t lhal is what 
makes Shakespcare, well , Shnkcspcarc. 

Verc's pal)er was the last on Saturd ay 
aftcrnoon. and prov ided the perfect scnd­
of f for attcndin g A Mid.\ 'lIlIIlII el' 

Dreom that evenin g. 
And finally , Diaml Price took 011 the 

author ship debatc itscl r w ith her papcr 
"All thorship Cove r-up: Consp iracy or 
Convention ?" Price argued that it wns 
primarily thc convcntion of the tim e for 
noblc.s not to use their names, especiall y if 
involved wit h Ihc lhcatre, :md il was simpl y 
thi scon vcnliOIl and not politi cal conspiracy 
of any sor t that lead to the First Foli o 
attr ibution of the Canon to the StrCl tford 
actor. As most o f ourreaders know, thi s i.s 
a controversial aspect of the entir e author­
ship debate, both between Oxfo rdi ans and 
Stnllf'o rd ians, and among Oxfo rdian s. T his 
topi c also engcndcr ed mLich di sClission 
among Conference attcndees. 

Th e key note speaker for the th ree day 
event WHS Suc Ell en Bridge rs, Hward 
Iling muhor or adult nnd jllv enilc work s. 
Ms. Brid gers delight ed Oxfo rdi ans wi th 
her ow n slory of findin g the Oxford ic-Hl 
answer to the Shakespeare mystery. Her 
book Keepillg Cliristillll ( 1993) presents 
thc theory as part of a high schoo l debatc, a 
dcbate in which those pl'csentin g the 

ford side w in the dclY! 
At the clo sing luncheon on Sunday 

hri stopher Dams, Secretary o f the De 
Vere Society. addresscd his fel low 
can Ox ford iall s with news from Eng land, 
somc stories about visi tin g the Str:Hforcl 
shrine. H few thoughts on havi ng 
fordians "sct up shop" in Stratford , He 
also cncouraged memb ers to jo in the De 
Vcre Society. whi ch now has it s own 
newsletter. 

In all , i t wa.s i.\ wonderful weekend for 
those who attendeci the full Confere1lce or 
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evcn just parts. An d we mll stnotc that ill 
each yoaroft he 1990s tlte An nuIII Confer­
cnceg rows n littl e Jarger.j ust as the Shakc· 
spcare Oxford Society continue s to grow. 

Our congra tulation s and gratitud e to 
COllrercl1ce Chair Trudy A tkin s, her pa· 
li ent famil y, (Illel all those in Greensboro 
thal helpcd make thc 19th Con ference a 
success. 

Sec you in Minn capoli s. 
W. Boyle 

20th Annual Conference in 
Minneapolis, Oct. 10-13 

The Twin Citi es Chflp ter of the Shake­

SociclY. Iinder theg uid:t ncc 
of George And erson, will host the 20th 
A llllll nl Conference of the Shakespcare 

Oxford Socie ty in Minneapoli s. Oel. 10-
13. The city is homeoftheGuthri cThcater, 
whose rOllnder , Si r Tyro ne Guthri e, was 
,Ill Sllpporter of rhe Oxfordian point 
of view. 

The I-Iotel Soli tei in Bloomi ngton ( 10 
mi les frolll down town Minneapoli s) will 
host lno st confercnce acti viti es and prov ide 
roo ms for conference at tendees at speci)]1 
rates. T his French hotel is considered one 
oJ' the fin est in the Twin Cit ies region. (Call 
800·7 86-6303 fo r orse nd 
a fa, to 6 12-835-2996). Nort hwest ai rlin es 
will o fTcr 5% di scoullt s olT their lowes t 
rates (ca ll Conn ie at Carlson Travel, 6 12· 
788-7770). The f" mous Ma ll of A merica 
(oneo fth cwo rld 's largestlll Hl1s) is just 7 
mi les from the HOlel. 

Confercm:e Chai rm an George 
son announced ill Grecnsboro that they 
hope to alTer "col1fercnce schohJrships" to 
graduate studcnts or othcrs studyi ng the 
Hlithorsh i p quest ion 10 help thcm attend the 
Minn cHpolis Confe rcnce. To do thi s, some 
private donations will be ncedcd, so 
onc thinkin g of making donations 01' gi rts 
to the Society might keep thi s in min d. 

As of thi s date j ournali st and au thor 
Joseph Sobrnll Hnd Briti sh HCI() !' MichHel 
York are schedu led to <l lIclld and speak at 
the Co nfcrence. 

Th e address for the Conference Orga ­
nizi ng 01l11llitlce is: 

Twin Cities Organi zing COll1mitt ce 
George Anderson , hair 

11 00 W . 53rd $ 1. 
M inneapolis, MN 554 19 

(6 12)823-2957 
en", il : GRA554 19@aol. col11 

Call for Papel's 
for the 20th 

Annual Conferen ce 

Individuals wi shing 10 present pCllJers 
Ht the Conference should send them 

to: 

Charles Vom 
84 Chandler 51. #2 
Boston MA 02 1 16 

Papers sholiid be deli vered typed 
dOll ble space, or on disk in ASC II 

forlll at, Word Pefect 5. 1 or Word 6.0 
no Inter than Jul y I , 1996 

Length should be b,,,c d 
0 11 a presentat ion time 
of npprox. 30 minut es 
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The following letter was com­
posed by Joseph Sohn.m to be circu­
lated to th t' attendees of the Greells­
bol'O cunference. Ullf('i1unatcly, it 
dkln ' t arrive in Ii me.:m WI: afC laking 
(he liherty of f1l'Csl'llling it to the whole 
membership:ls tile isslies it ac.Jdrcssc. ... 
/.Ire vilill lu the in tegr iLY of the Snc i· 
ely. 

To pluce the leiter in context. it 
shou ld be cxpluinctlthat Josel'h Sub­
rail WIIS oncoft hc fcalured 
at the Grcl!lIsboro conference. He 
hat! been inv ited to give a P" PCI 011 
Oxfurd 's poetry. H ::'Uhjccl 011 which 
he has dotH: a good dell! of origillal 
and innovutive work. nOlica SI in di s­
coveri ng IICW paralll' ls between 
O", rord 's early ptl CIll ... lIliU Ihl! wvrks 
01 Shakcspe,u·c. Sadly, nnd much ttl 
the t1 ;,(w dit of the Society. Joseph 
Sohrull WHS di , illVilCd barely It'n days 
before the Shu'l of Ill " cOl1 fcrence. 
Tht..' lettcr wt: arc printing is Mr, 

objection ll) the :ltt i{1Il of 
the BOIU'r1 of T rustees, which Il1Hdc 
the decision LO wiLhdrnw his inviw.· 
lion. This was tHlt a UI111nil11DlIS cicci· 
sian. bUL u majority olle. 

A ccrtui ll ITII.'lllbcl' of the Suciety 
had tllken ofrellce HI M .. , 
polilical as expressed ill his 
ncwslctlcr"Sobran 's", Hntl had t<lkcn 
ilUP 11 herself 10 draw up It pt'l il ion 
(collwinin g 14 inc lud ing 
IWI'OWIl), which she then prcscllt c4.1 (0 

the Hourd. The President, Ric:htu'd 
Whal en, proceeded to tuke " tc1e­
phulll' vote oflhe Irustl:es. who \lOled 
12 10 3 to remove M r. Sobran from 
the Greensboro program, It H 

decisioll madc in haste and umJcr a 
g<}lld (len I or pressure, tlnt1 it is kntlwn 
Hull a numb!.!!' or Ihe huve 
sim..:c rcgl'cltcd Ihc i l'lleci siorl . li enee 

we th(lught it ri ght lind health y tn 

allow MI". Sobl"" n hi s "ny. 
Joseph Subran iSH valu able Incm· 

hcroflhc.: Ox l'ordiun movement, \Yho 
has publi shed extensively on Ox ford ­
iall lopie s. His new book Olflillg 

SIIlIJ,.(' .\'/ICtl/ ·(' is due to Hppeur thi ::­
FU ll, HIltI he has accepled .111 in vita ­

tion lO spcak :lIth e Milll1cupol is -..:on­
fercnce. 

CIH11'Ies Vore 

Shakespeare Oxford Newsletter 

An Open Letter from Joseph Sobran to the 
members of the Shakespeare Oxford Society 

October 15, 1995 

De,u' Fcl low Oxfordi" n: 

A few ngo I w as ,-Isked to spe:lk 
10 the Greensboro meeting or the Shake­

spcal'e Ox fo rd Socie ty. t glad ly agreed todo 
sO - liS a favo r, and w ith out compensation. 

I planned to share wi th you Hn exci tin g 
new body or ev idence. from Oxford' s own 
hand, li nki ng hi m 10 ··Shakespeare." It 
proves his authorship beyo nd Hny re:ISOIl­
able doubt. I bclievc yo u'd havc found i t as 

electrif ying as I have, i.lnd I was engel' for 

YOllr reaction. 
Un fortuna tely, the SOS trustees h 3\'C 

revoked my i nvi tation to speak. A lm o,\, 

inc:rc(lib ly, the rem;Qn 1'01' thi s acti on is thai 

a few mcmbcrs h<lvc ohjcctcd to Illy polit i­
ca l views which of course havc nothing 10 

do w ith eil her Oxfo rd or the subj cc t of my 
int endcd wlk . I WHS given no chance to 

defend my right to speuk (and, ju st as ill1-
por t:'lI1t, your ri ght 10 hear me) against :l 

crude and hysteric al alla ck On me, which 
WHS wi thheld from mc until ju st the other 

day. The evi dent ly fclt that their 
fu rti ve handiw ork cou ld not stand up to 

open debate. 
I waslI 't evc n informed of lhi s sil cncing 

operati on until it wa!) too late to counteract 

i l. Nor wc re YOll . YOllr ri ghts and v icws 
have been contemptu ously ignorcd by a 

group who, wi thou t consul ti ng YOll . 
clnim to be "rcprescntati ve" of you. 

You've becn shielded from a politi cal her­
etic· and from il1lporlanln cw data about 

Ox 1"0 rd. 
T he ulla ck accuses mc of 11 " penclwnt 

1'01' unfounded al legations." YClth e attack 

i tsel r consists enl i rc ly of unfounded all ega­
tions : ugly nal11ccallin g, coup led wi th thc 
nbsurd pred ic ti on that m y Hppcluancc 

"wo uld do incalcu lable harm " to the SOS. 
No tc Ihe ex travagant word ing: no t 

" m ight." 01' "co uld ," but "wo uld ", not 

"so me" hnnn , or " ncedless" harm , but " ill ­
cnlculablc" harm ! I 've addressed hundreds 
of gl'Dups in my cnreel', none of whi ch has 

surfered any " harm ," " incalculable" or 

o therw isc.lIs a rcsult . O Il C orthesc gro ups 
was the SOS i tselr. So how wou ltlthc SOS 
have su ffcrcd th is tim c'! There is a veilcd 
threat o f '·publi cil y'·· " unsought. " of 

course. Did thi s de li catc hint make 1110st of 
the SOS tru stees wobb le? 

The real " hurm " 10 the SOS is done 

whcllth c group is dcp ri ved of a speaker by 
means of shabby mHchil11l1ions lik e these. 
Butth is attack doesn't eve n weigh the pos 

sibili ty Ihal I mi ght have had somethin g 
va luable to say uboll t Ox ford. 'fhat 
apparent ly nOl even a co nsidera tion ! Po 
liti ca l moti vcs were eve rythi ng, and 

Oxford's causc counted for nothin g -
cepl ill thc hypocriti cal prctex t that Ill V 

vcry ilppca nmcc would do " incalculnbl e 
harm." 

The methods by whi ch this waS dOlle 
were l1l1t1cl'hl.1l1ded and di sgraceful 10 the 

SOS, which can oll ly suiTer by tolerating 
politi ca l censOI'shi p and i ntcnml schcmin g 
The wholc pUl'posco f'thc 50S i s, ol' shoul( 
be, to vindi cate Ox ford 's claim to author 

ship. Petty plolli ng and the introducti on of 
cx trancous po li licn l motiv es arc boulld to 
co mpromi se th is pllrpose. The mcmbcr :-; 

have a right to expect un inhi bi ted di scus 
sio n of the issue in whi ch thcy share HI 

intcrest. 
Youilla y recall GeorgeOrwc ll 's words 

cited by harlton Ogbul"ll , on the "vei led 
ccnsorship" of our tim e: " A nyo ne w ho 

chall cngcs the prevai lin g orthodoxy find s 
h illl self silcnced w ith surpri sing 

ness. Agcllu incIY l1l1f'asi1ionablcopi l1ioll is 
almost nevc r gi ven n fail' hearin g .. .. I f 
li berty lll Cl.1IlS anyth ing at all i t mcans thc 

ri ghl to Ic ll peuple what they do nOI want to 
hear .... It is thc li bera ls w ho fear liberty and 
the intell ectuals w ho wnnt to do di rt on the 
int ell ect," 

T he truth is that we li ve in a pecu li arl y 
in tolerant ngc. Shakespearc him self has 

bcen accused of every fo rm of bigot ry by 
the Politi c:lll y Correct boors or Academe. 
I.t' s doublfult hal Tile MerclulIlI o.fVe llic:e. 
The Tamillg oJ llie Shl'elv. and n le Tempes' 
could have bCCI1I)l1bli sll ed in our tim e: the 

au thor of thcse p luys was c learl y ·' i nsen· 
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siti ve" to women and minoritie s! For all 

their o ffi c ial censorship . the Eli zabelhans 
in many wHys enjo yed freer speech than 
we do. A nd al Icast Iheir ccnsorship w as 
opcn. I assumed Ilwl lhcSOS slOod fartll e 

ri ghl to dissent and against any form of 
suppression. Evid t;ntl y I W,lS under a l11is­

apprchcllsion, 

Nev ertheless, I w ant to express my 
gnlti tudc to the minorit y or lh e I I"uslees find 
to oIli er honornbl c 50S members who 
tri ed 10 oppose thi s devioll s Bnd shamcful 
operation. When one o f them dec lin ed \0 

j o in it , he wns foull y in sult ed, 
The lesson is all too obv ious: it 's fu til e 

to reason w ith ove rbearin g fanatics, and 
fawlt ocapil ulat e to them, Uni versili es that 
have caved int u ';politi call y cor rec," pres­
sures have becomc H nali onal sCCllldal ­

lIlId" j oke. Wh y should Ihe SOS "lIow 
i tsel I' lO be domin::\tcd by a frcllzicd Illin or­

ity? It should be led by Ihose who cnre 

Prince Charles ' 
Views 

b)' C ha r les Vere 

Pr ince Charles has long been n de­
voted of S hak espcl: l rc. Hi s elder 
son and ult im ate heir to thc thron c, Pri nce 
Wi ll iam, is named for him , while hi s 

YOllll gcr son, Pri nce Harry, is named for hi s 
father's favorit e Silakespeat'call 
Henry V. L ust October, a long nrticl c 
apPcHI'cd by thc Princc o f Wal es in Tile 
Daily Telegra ph , onc of Lond on's 1110st 
repu table broadsheets, as pari or lhc debate 
on wh ether Shakespeare should be 11 com­
pul sory pan of the curriculull1 ill Bri ti sh 
high !':choo ls, as hus been the case hith ert o. 
Unslirpri singly, the Prin ce beli eves that 

every student at high Sc llOol leve l should be 
exposed 10 Shakespeare, 

What was perhaps Illost interesting 
:1bout thc arti c lc were HRI-I's personal i n­
sights int o thc nature o f Shakespeare's art. 

In wlkin g Hbollt his favor ite play, Hell ry V, 
Charl es w rote: 

..... each tim e I have seen or read the 

play, it has been the hUl1Itlni ty o f the K ing 
that has move d me IllOS t. " There {hen 

ro llowed part ofl ile fnlllous speech 011 

about the Society's true plJl'pose and can 
Held to ollr know lc(lge o f Shakespeare. 

As I'ar as I can tell , those who have 
slIcceedcd in abort ing my speech arc 

people of 11 0 intel lectual or l i tef<ll'Y 
tion w hatever. They nrc better ll t prevenl ing 
di sclission Ihan HI enriching it. One of 
them, 1' 111 relia bly inforll1 cd, remark ed that 

Iny politi cal views would be n handy pretex t 
for preventin g me from ;.lI'guing my thesis 

that Ox ford Wi l S bi sexual! 
I reali ze Ihat many Ox fordian s di sl ike 

my thesis, bUl - Ihough il wasn' t the 

of Illy plann ed speech - there ;.\I'e 
1ll000C cthi ca l ways of dculin g with it than 
backstage silencing tactics. 

J recommcnd open debmc: perhaps 
even open mind s, I be l ieve that Oxronj' s 
sexual inc limlli ons help ex pla in w hy he 

conccHlcd his identit y as he did - and why , 
under the mask o f "S hakcspci.lrc," he ex­
pressed him se l f as he did , Is thi s possibi lit y 

cmony f rom :lct IV scene i, whi ch is too 

IOllg 10 quote here, but whi ch talk s or Ihc 
monarch's ll nrclelllin gly publi c life. Prince 

hadcs continu ed: " When 1 rcre,ld this 
play neal'l y 20 years nftcl' pcrfanllin g in il at 

schoo l. I found myself' wondering in 
amazement fit Shakespeare's insighl int o 

the mind of solll cone born in to this kind of 
posi tion." 

Usi ng Shelley's famolls lin e that 
" Poets arc the unack nowle dged legislators 

of the wor ld", Prince Charles poi nted to 
Shakespeare's moml purpo se the 
spir i tual qualit y or hi s works. He wro te: 
" His plays arc the d irect successors of thc 
mediaeva l Mystery pl ays. whi ch set out 10 
hand 0 11 10 futur e gencration s esscnt inl 
knowl cdge nncl experien ce under the guise 
of cntel'tni llment. Like them, Shakespeare's 

plays cOllll11unicate wisdom through the 
evocatioll and silld y of' hum.ln emotion, 
IhOlighl and behavior . 

"Shnkcspeare ho lds lip the mir ro r to 
Nature for us 10 sec ourselves and to expe­

ri ence ourse lves, so Ihm we gain in the 
process a more profound und erstandin g o f 

oUl'sel ves <.Ind othcrs, apprcc ial ing ri ght and 
wrong, Clnd (he laws o f emotion and nature 

which make liS behave as we do." 

Aft er slich heady stuf f, the liml l para­
grnph or his Hl'licle bro ught one back down 
to enrth w ith H bump . For the fir st time ill 
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also to be suppressed? M aybe so: ' 'Th at 
l!'luh should bes il ent I had almost forgo l." 

Thoseo r yo ll who Inay bcc liri ous aboul 

the speceh you hnve becn chented of mny 
obtailllh c tex t by wril ing lo Thc Vere 
Pl:11lY, P,O. Box 1383, Vi enna, Vir gini a, 

22 183- 1383. 
For your ow n sake and for the good or 

the Ox fordion cnuse, I urge yO ll to tell the 
tl'ustce$ what yo u thin k or thi s dec ision 

and the wctics thai led to it. I. or course, 
wi l l havc 1l00hillg more 10 clo wi th theS OS 
unt i I thc.CI'nllltlru stccs learn to pract ice the 

tolc lTlll cc they profess. 

Sincerely. 

Joseph Sobran 

the []rticlc, dctail s or the Buthor 's lire were 
menti oned: that he was hrou ght up in thc 

gentle Warwi ckshireco ull trys idc, educated 
at the grammar schoo l ill Stratf ord, (Jnd 
u<Jpli zctl ami bul'ied i n the local church, 

Neverth eless, hi s Royall-li ghncss assured 
li S, Shakcspcare's message is a uni versal. 
tim eless one. "He is not just our poet, but 
the worl<..l's." 

To A Rose 

Bye or lhc gardc ll , (j IlCCII of nOWCfll, 
L ovc'). Clip wherein he IIcelar pOll1'll, 
I IIgcl1I.lcr ' (l Orst of nectar: 

Sweet I1tlfsc· d li l<l o f the spr ing's youug 1I01irs 
A nJ bC:LUly's fui .. clw l'acl(;r 

B cst jcwc ltl wll hc t Hnll dOlh wc.Ir, 
E veil when Ihe ht'lIvc young sun draws nctlr 
To hcr. hoI lovc prclcmtin g: 
]-1 il1l"c l f likcwhc like forlll clo th bellI', 
A I risi llg und dc:-,ccnding . 

R of Ihe Qucen or LOve bclo"'d: 
E ngl:md\ grcul k i ll£S, di vinely mov'd, 
o live Roses in thcir bunll er: 

I I llhcwcd 11101 tleouly's ROM: indeed 
N ow ill Ih is :Igc should t l1cI111!ouC'cccd. 
And tcign III more sweet manner. 

By Si l' John D a\'ics, in 

IlylWlf /ol h ll'(I I'(1 ;/1 i\ CIY).Wil' 
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EIt'NY (COllfillllCd jlYllII/ltfge I ) 

Peler. calling him ' friendship's rock.' Pe­
ter. o f cou rse, is from the Greek word fo r 
'rock: PCII'OS," 

"Apart from the poem itself, whal else 
has beell learned of this Peter'?" 

"Professor r oster has ascertained that 
he was twenty-n ine at the li me of hi s IllLlr­
cler, had been Illlll'ricci three years. He 
had been ,I studellt a1 O x ford , where he 

probably mel ShnkcspcHrc. The proressor 
poin ts Oll l Ill nl Shakespeare must have 
passed through Oxfo rd f requentl y w hi le 
travell ing between Loncion and Stratford." 

"Sure ly he docs nOt suggest that Shake­
spcnrc matriculated at Oxford?" 

"Certainly nOI. Even an American could 
hmdly suppose sli ch a thi ng," 

" 1:Jm re li eved," Holll1es smil ed, lak ing 
up his vio lin und sawi ng casuall y 011 il. He 
wass ilcnt for::! few m inut cs, I resumed til e 

allack. 
';1 mu st say. Holmcs." I gibed . "I have 

alwHys wondcred how YOll could adllcre to 
the sllobb ish beli ef Ihat the real nuth or of 
Shakespeare 's works must IHive been (111 

eM!. The trut h is co mmon sense i tse l f . 

T here is fl O need to posit mystery or COIl­

spimcy. Shakespeare was nei ther an eari . 
11 0 1' Fr an c i s Ba co n. no r C hri sto ph el' 

M,l rl owe; Shakespeare was Shakespcare. 
We have the testimony or those who knew 
the lIlan himscl f; the scholars arc unani­

mous; nnd now modern science has co n­
fir med wh;u Ilobody shoul d have ques­
tio ned." 

"Quite so, Watson . No doubt you are 
perfectly right." 

He co nt inued improv ising melodi es, 
tl l10w ing me to SHVor my vic tory. It was 
110 t every day that Sherloc k Holmes admit ­
ted derea!. 

At length he laid the vio li n dow n and 
spoke again. 

" You say that young Petcr was murdered 
in Janunry, 16 127" 

" Yes," I nodded. '·0 11 Jalluary 25." 
" lie was I11Hrried?" 
"Fo l' three ycms," 
" D id he have childr en?" 

"None arc menti oned " 

"And the Elegy was registered for pub-
licati on shorl ly after his death?" 

" Yes, Nineteen days 

" In Exe ter?" 
" In London, o f course." 

"0 11 dear," SOlid Holmes. w it h a fail1l 

hi ll l of mock alarm. 
" Why not? All Shnkespcmc's 

\\Iere publi shed in Londo n." 

"A nd to w ho m is the poe m dedi · 
cated?" 

"'T'o Peter 's brother. John Peter." 

"50 the poem was presented to him 
before il was publi shed?" 

" I don' t know. The newspapers sny 
Ilothing about that." 

" But presumably an elcgy aboll t a 
fri end would be prcscllI cd to the famil y 
before it was sent to the publisher. espe· 
cia lly if it was dedi cated to a member of 
the family." 

·'Perhaps. There seems to be nO posi · 

"Why lVould a pub/i.\·hel' wa ll t 

to I'IIsh to the /,/'esses lVith a poelll 
aboll t a lIIali lIobody ill LOlidoll 

had eve,. heard of?" 

live ev idence on the poin!." 
" And where was SllakcspcCll'e in 16 12'7 

I n Lo ndon?" 

"T he scholars bel ieve that he had re­
tired to Stralford ." 

"Ah." 
I felt a twinge of uneasiness. " W hat 

arc you dri ving <II, Hohncs'! Do you find 
something mniss? T he story seems qui te 
stra igh t forwHrd 10 me," 

''Te ll 111C, Wmson, were the trains reli ­

abl e in Shakespeare's day?" 
'1"hcrc were 11 0 trains in Shakcspe;'lrc's 

day. Don' t be silly." 
';Bu! there must have been !m ill s in 

Shakespeare's day." 
"Reall y, Holmes ! What is the point o r 

this absurdity?" 
"Absurdity. Watson? 1 should ca ll i1 

i ron logic, We have already cstub l ished 

thnt Shakcspc<trco f Strutl'ord wro te the El­
egy. From this it follows, by the simplest 
deduction, that he must havc availed him­
sel f of modcrn l1leans of transport ation. 

How many ti mes mu st I rcmi nd yo u, 
Watson," he sighed, " that w hen you have 
c liminnt ed Ihe imp ossib le. w hatevc r re­

mains, howeve r i Illp l'Obable, must be the 

truth ?" 
I was speechless. 
" Young PCl er, 11 gentleman or no 
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great rank or renow n. waS kill ed on the 
night of January 25 in an obscurc vi llage 
nctlr Exetcl', ovel';,t hundred and tift y 
from both Strat ford and L ondon. YCI w ith ill 
th ree wceh. sevcra l eve nts had occ lirred. 
Let li S take them in order. The new!; reached 
the remOte tOWII in Warwicks hire w here 

Shakespeare lived. Shake' pe",.c, shocked 
and grieved, hUliitil y w rote all elegy or some 
length. w hich he (Ook or. lei us co ncede. 

sent to Petcr 's family. I-Ie then sent :I scc­
ond copy of the poelll tO n pub lisher in L OIl ­

d Oli , SOlllC ninety miles fro nl Stmtl' ord , w h o 

decided to publish it imll1 edi ately. In order 
fo r all th is to be achieved , the actors i n lh is 
l i ll ie drama Illll St have been mov ing at ex­
traordinnry veloc i ties. It could not have 
happcncd without modern vehi c le!;. The 
alternat ive is to suppose that Exe tcr and 

Strat fo rd were nearer to London in those 
days." 

" The scquence you describ e." I sai d 

stubbol'll ly, " however imp rob able. was not 
physicull y 

"Eve n a!'Osumin g yO ll are r ight, what 
would be Ihe hurry?" 

" Whnt do you mean?" 

" Why would u pub li sher w ant to rush 
to the presscs wi th a poc m about man no­
body in London I1ml ever heard 01: I t W;:lS 

rare for the wri ters o f eleg ies nnd the read­
ing pub l ic to take an int c rest in be­

low the nmk of knight. as Pro fcssor FOSler 
h imself ndmils," 

" Bu t the poem was by Shukespeare! 

I-Ie was extremely popular !" 
" Th en i t is all the morc ex traordi ll ary 

that the publi sher neglec ted to pu t hi s 
nalll e on the ti tle-page. He was identifi ed 
only by his 'W.S.' Surely it is re­
Illark able that the title-page shou ld tell 
!'Oo much about thc v ict im , w ho was UIl ­

know n, and so li tt le about the author , who 

il secms was nlready celebra ted. Wh y w ith­
hold tlml !lalll e wh ich n lone could ensure 

salcsT 
As I tried to think of a reply, Holmes 

went on: " M oreove r, this same pub lisher. 

Thomas Thorpe, had only recent ly pub ­
lished Shakespea re's Sonnets. ev ident ly 
without his pcrmission. thereby ex posing 

the IllOSl in ti mate detail s o f hi s lovc life to 
publi c v iew, Such. at any ra te, is the ac­

count of the scholars by w hom you set such 
stOre. But I put i t 10 you : Is thi s pirati ca l 

scoundrel Th orpe the m an Shak cspcHrc 
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wou ld rush to favor with his next long 
pocm?" 

"So you hnve been followi ng this story! 
Holm es. you devio lls!" 

"Forgive me, Walson," he smiled. "1 
could not resist hearing what YOli wou ld 
makeo fi!. You know I vH lucyo ur counscl. 
A nd I did not deceive you. [kn ow less 
about Ihe C(lSC thall 1 would wish 10," 

" Well , what else have YOLI learned?" 
"Professor Posler hi ll1,scl f ackllowlcdgcs 

some of lhc di lTiculli cs ill his positi on. BLit 
others have escaped his Ilolicc cntircly. For 
cXl:Itllplc. he Hdmils Ihal there is 110 evidence 
I hal Shakespeare nctuall y mel Petcr except 
for the poem itself. slich ns it is. Yet he 
fail s to sec thallh e nUlhorof thc pocm could 
have known li tt le or nothing about Willinm 
Peter," 

" Wh y notT 
" Beciluse poor William Peter WHS mur­

dered nner only tllr ee ycms of nwrriage, as 
Profe ssor Fostcr has found , and npPllI'cm ly 
died wit hout isslle. Yet the poem it self 
tell s LI S plainl y that its subject had been 111,-11"­

ricd fo r nine years and was a dC\lolcd fft­
the!'!" 

" What do you conclude froll1lhat T' 
" That Ihc Elegy cannot have been writ· 

tCIl about William Peter." 
"Good heavens!" 
"Ia llnes smi led cOll1placcml y, 
"T'hen Professo r roster has mis.led the 

pUblic?" 
" J-Ie was misled him self, Watson. The 

sleights of ThOillas Thorp e operate across 
the centur ies." 

" PerhallS." I suggested despera tely. 
"S hakespeare was merely mistaken on the 
poilll of Peter 's family life." 

" I fear that is imp ossib le. Wmson. The 
poet. it is clear , knew the murdered man 
very well. We huve only Thol'p e's word 
that this mall was Willinm Pctcrof Exetc r. 

"But no ne of thi s di sproves 
Shakes peare' s auth ors hip." 

"The sli spicious circum stilnces of the 
Elegy itself crenle grave doubt as 10 its '.IU­
thorship , Watson. T horpe tried to make it 
nppeHl' to be Shakespeare's work wit hou t 
lIsing Shakespcnrc 's name. Why shou ld 
he he so l'Oundubou l'! There is our mys­
tery. And there. I conlcs'\, I Hm at H loss 
1'0 1' the moment." 

" Perhaps there is 11 0 soluti on." I sug­
gested, "As with so many other problems 

sur round in g Sh:lk cspearc. we may be 
doomed to ignorflncc." 

" Perhaps." Iio lin es agreed. " But it is 
still too earl y 10 despai r. We have. as il 
happcns, a few clues." 

"S uch as?" 
' 'The Ilalll e o f the murdered man who is 

the subject o f the poem was indeed Peter, 
Or something simi lar. Whether this was his 

hristi;ln nalne 01' his surname is impossible 
to toll. " 

"Jf he waS II ' l William Petcl', how do you 
kllow hi s name?" 

"The poem. ns YOli say, refers to i t indi ­
rectly. I t plays upon the verse in SI. Mat­
thew in which our Sa\liolll' tells SI. Peter 
that he is the rock upon whom he will build 

"Th{JI1Je lrietilo ilia/I e ;1 appear 
(0 be SJw/wspeare's work without 

usin g Shak espeare'.\· lIa lll e ... 

There is OUI' mystery. " 

his church. Thi s may also be an indicati on 
that the murdered nHin was of the Church 
of Rome, sInce thc claim s ortll e papncy nrc 
traditionally referred to that verse." 

"But i f hi s n<llllC was Peter, the fact ar­
giles for Professor Foster' s thcsis:' 

"No t neccss;n'ily, Watson. T he evidence 
I have already ci ted niles Ollt William Pe­
ter of Exeter. onsidcr thc possibilit y that 
on thc nigh t when he was stabhed to death, 
the Elegy wns alre ady in T horpe's hands." 

"What? !" 
''The Elegy was wri tlcll before the Son­

nets - long berore. In the SOllllet s the IJOel 
consistcllIly dCl\cribes hilll sel r as old or ag­
ing, wi th death immin ent. III the Elegy he 
twice speaks ofhim self ns being still in his 
youth." 

" But Il1Hy hc not be fi gura­
ti vely?" 

"So Professor Foster contcnds. He is 
1101 convincing, any more th<ln the scholars 
<Ire convincil1g in ;]sscrting that the author 
of the Sonnets exnggerates his years. The 
POCI makes il d car in the Elegy that he and 
his dcad frie nd were contemporaries, He 
says that in honoring his fri end' s memor y 
he is on ly doing what the fri end hnd also 
pledged to do for him . in the c\lent that hc 
died first. Slich a burgHin argues against 
<lny great di spari ty in their agcs. Purther-
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Ill ore, the style or the Elegy, though very 
fine, shows thut the poet had 11 0 1 yel 
I'clIched the fu ll mastery of rhymin g vCI'se 
he would achieve in the SOllllets. Jt is even 
ftlr1her 1'1'0111 the irregulal' meter or the late 
plays." 

"Th eil how do you account fo r itT' 
" MI'. Shakespelll'e of Stratrord is not 

the auth or, Wntson , Th e poc t refers 
to him selr in the Elegy - n 
tll OUS gesture in n poem or 1ll0UJ'Ilillg. 
unl ess the auth or was him se lf a nHl ll 

of so me i mparlan ce. Morcove r, the 
poet complain s of hi s Ireat 111Cnt by his 
co ulltr y. Hc 'hu, bec n trmlu ccd and 
fo rce d to li ve in so me un deserved 
sham e." 

"Wha t that pro ve?" 
" It pro ves IlOlhing. Bu t i t suggcsts 

i.l great deal. It sugges ts n man of a 
certain stature and renown wi th II pub­
lic reputati on to upho ld, Il suggests a 
great griev :1nce. a cOlwic tion that his 
name hH S been abused." 

"Th e Earl or Ox ford'!"' 
uPreci sc ly. Ox fo rd wn.'\ ext remely 

sensiti ve about hi s rcp ututiol1 . A ll e,lrl y 
surviving pocm or his laments ' the loss 
of hi s goo d name.' Hi s fortunes <111(1 

respectabilit y declined so sharpl y thm 
II co ntem porar y, far infer io r to him in 
rank . coul d latcr taun t him aboll t hi s 
'decayed reputation.' Benr in mind thm 
the author of the So nnets frequc ntl y 
bemoans hi s '!>.hame,' his 'di sgrace in 
fortune .a nd men's eyes.' .lIld the 'vul ­
g.ar scandnl stamped lIpon hi s brow : 
There was 11 0 k now n reason for Mr, 
Shakespeare to fee l that hi s f ault s, 
whatever they were, wcre , so to spcak, 
a mail er or publi c record. But thcrc was 
every reason for Oxfo l'd to fec i that WHy. 

Hc hnd lived licentioll sly, wasted his 
mcnsc famil y fonune, and made many 
enemies," 

"Goo n." 
" Yet the authol' orth c Elegy still hopes 

to cl ear reputation. The author of the 
Sonnets has despnircd of doing so. He 
feels he illu st C:l1'1'y his wounded name 10 
his grave. Everything point s to thc autllat·· 
ship of one man. and to the pri orit y of the 
Elegy." 

" It seems 10 make sense: ' I ndll1itl cd. 
" It is notewort hy Ihatth cuuthor o fth e 

(Om/hlllerl OIl 10) 
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EIt'NY (COil/inlier! jlO/JI /J{/J:t' 9) 

Elegy feels free to al lude to his own dis­
grace, I think we may reasonably take it 
(hal lie was uddrcssing u'ustcd fri ends, and 
\IIns nOl bent 011 imlnediate publication. On 
the contrary. The Elegy was meant for pri­
vate reading only. It was never I11C • .\Ilt for 
the geneml public," 

" Then how did it fa ll into Thorp e's 
hand s'?" 

" We may never know. But we do know 
that the Sonnets • A Lover's Complaint ' 
had fallen i nto hi s hands, because he pub­
lished them. I surmi se thaI he acquired 
these poems and the Elegy alll1c saille time, 
between Oxford's death in 1604 and the ap­
pearance of the Sonnets ::Inut he Co mpl :dnl 
in 1609," 

" But wh y would he not pllbli sh the E l­
egy with tile other poems?" 

" l3cc 311se it woul d embarra ss and 

rage Ox ford 's famil y. Consider ngain thilt 
though the poet speaks of himsel f " 8 i n his 
'youlh ' in this poem which makes its pub­
lic debut in 1612, he has spoken mourn­
full y of himself as old and aging in the 
Sonnets, which CHn be traced with some 
confidence to the earl y I 590s. What does 
that tell LIS?" 

" A s YOLI say, tha I the Elegy was writt en 
uefore the Sonnets." 

" NOl only before the Sonllets, but 
1ll,1Ily YCHrs befo re. Surely ill ICHst a de­
cade must be all owe d . A man does not go 
overnight frOI11 thinki Ilg of hi I1lself as.a htl Ie 
youth to compl aini ng of age, decrepitud e, 
and imminent death. So profoLind a change 
I11Ust be gradual." 

j' l fail to see where you arc leading." 
" Ii' the Elegy precedes the Sonnets by 

mOre than decade, it IllU St have been writ ­
ten whil e Mr. Shakespeare was sti ll li ving 
in his home town. The scholars have him 

ill London UrQund 1590 or shortly 
before. They can only conjecturc as to 
the dat e because o f the absence or 
records, but his wife bore him twin s ill 
February 1585. Even if he departed for 
London immediately after begetting them, 
without even waitin g ra J" thei r birth, he 
would have in London no c:lriicr 
than May 1584. That stili leaves less than 
,I decade before (hc composition of the SOIl­
nets." 

"He could have written the Elegy dur­
ing his youth ill Stratford: ' 

I-Iohnes " I th ink so. A t 
Ihal point, assuming he was already capable 
of so poli shed 11 pocm, he WHS far too ob­
sCure to cUll1plaill of his ru i ned reputatioll . 
It is also unlik ely thut whil e still in tnlt­
ford he should hnve fonll ed a close friend­
ship wi th a marded gentlcll1nn some years 
his sellio r. Bcsi<\es, the name of Shake­
speare docs 1101 appear in prill! al all llntil 
1593. No, W<ltson, il is far more reason­
able to suppose that Oxford wrOte the El­
egy; IIHlI he wrole it when he WilS sti l l young 
bUI somewhnt notorious, probably bcforc 
1580, but perhaps shortl y afterward, He 
commenced the Sonnets many years later, 
during thecarnpaign to pcrsunde Ihe young 
Earl of Southampton to mnrry. You wi ll 

"J l1I./Ist say, I dOli 'tfil/llth e Elegy 
wOl'thy of Sha/respeal'e.,." 
" .. ,J agl'ee t/ral it i ,I' lIot Oxfol'd's 
fill est work" 

recall that the great Lord Burghley exerted 
all his influence lO persuade Southampton 
to marry his young granddaughter. Burgh­
ley lVas Oxford's father-in-law; the young 
lady was Oxford 's daughter. By then 0,­
ford himself was past forty lind his hcalth 
was beginning 10 fail. In his ICllCI'S of the 
period he describes himself ,IS ' Iallle' -
the very word the author of the Sonnets uses 
repeatedly of himself, A li the pieces fa l l 
into place." 

" It secms plausible. as FeW as it goes. 
But I stili don' t undcrstand Thorpe's role 
ill the busincss." 

" He had the Elegy, but he could do 
nothi ng with i t - unti l he chanced 10 
hear o f the murd er of anot her Illall 
named Peter in 16 12. He then altered 
the title and of the pocm to Illatch 
wllHt he knew of the new victim, and ql lickly 
presented it for salc. This suppositi on 
quires LIS to believe only that he heard of 
this murder wit hin three weeks of its oc­
currence, as in facl hc did. I-Ie was llni.lWarC 
of the discrCI)rlncies between Ihis William 
Peter und the subject of the Elegy; but for 
his purposes, tltey hardly 111allered, No­
body else in LoncionlVas li kely to knolV of 
thcm either." 

" Brilliant , Holmes! Bravo!" 
" 1 ll1ust caul ion you. WiltsOn, that this 
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only u hypothes is. But it surmounts the 
diffi cul ties and i mpossib i lit ies of Pro fessor 
Foster's theory." 

" But what about Foster 's computer?"' 
" His computer is quite ri ght. It pro­

nounces 110 judgment as to the identi ty of 
the <luthor. It merely indi cates thai who­
ever wrOte Ihe works we COlli Shakespeare's 
probably al so wrote the Elegy, Pl'OfessoJ' 
Foster aSSlIl'n es th is author 10 be ShHkc· 
SpCi:lre; 1 have long since concluded thm he 
was the Earl ofOxfo l'cl." 

" I must sny, I don't find the Elegy wor­
thy of Shakespeare," 

" Worthy of Shakespeare, pcdUII'" '" 
Holmes smiled, " But I agree thm it is not 
Oxfo rd 's fin est work. Here ngain," hc 
added scriOllsly, " Professor FOSler hns gOlle 
astray. He thinks the poem is a late work . 
His theory rcquir es hirn \0 beli eve tlWI 
Slwkcspeare wrote it the end of his 
reel', But it is "II too plainly a youthful work, 
It benrs ul11nistakablc Il1nnncri srns of the 
great poet we have erroneously call ed 
Shakespeare; all that is mi ssing,is greHtllcSS 
itself," 

" Is thai not an nrgument against its au­
thenti ci ty?" 

"No t at all , Watson. Even genius must 
have its infancy. The man who wrote the 
Elegy WHS s1ill lcarn ing 1.0 write verse, and 
learning very well. Had he stopped there, 
however, he would have been forgoll cil . 
There is hardly a memorable line in the 
poem; whereas in his 1l1n1urity, he could 
hardly wri te a duli phrase, Technicall y, the 
Elegy is more thHn competl:l1t. But if we 
mCAsure it against Macbe th , The Tempest 
or even Vel/li s Gud AdrJlli :'1, it secms insipi d 
SlUff ," 

" Well, Holmes, thcre mllst be somethi ng 
in what you say abOlI! Oxford after all. I 
hHve misjudged you. 111 any case, Profes­
sor Foster' s theory is certain ly untenable." 

"Le I us not be too harsh with him , 
Watson. He has macle, however inadvert­
entl y, a ncw additi on to thc Shakespeare 
cunan. Thil l i s far more than most scholars 
achieve in a li fctime." 

I relUl'Ilcd to my newspapcr, and 1-101 Illes 
put his vio lin b,ICk into its casc. Suddenly 
he tumed 10 me, struck by a new thoughl. 

" Walson," he said, " has it ever oc­
curred to YOll thm Homer must have 
been a woman?" 
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Vcrc (COlll il/lIClt [ro m IJlIgt> t ) 

been warmed and inspired by yo ur gener­
osity of spirit <15 I have made my travels. 

The Fact that I have met so many of yOLi in 
the fl esh, ind eed stayed in your hOllses. 
makes the task of President a good deal 
casier :mcl more meHningfui. spo­
ken w ith you at leng th , it also furn ishes me 
with a clear understandin g or the strell , tll s 
und wC(lkIl CSSCS of Ihe Socie ty Hll ci thc di ­

recti on in which we ought to be mov ing as 
we approach the new mill ennium . A nd as 
Chairmall or l he Dc Vere Socie ty and a 
trustee o f the Au thors hip 
Trust, I am ill close tOll ch w ith develop­
mcnts on the other side of thc At lantic. 

Finall y, and most impor tan tly, I am an in­
corruptibl e opti mist! 

Man y exci tin g initiati ves have been 
planned for thi s year ; some me already 
under way, as witn ess ollr dy nami c new 
News letter ; others will tuke ti me .lind pa­

t icnce to deve lop, such as the dctai led mar­
keting and pub li c relali ons plan we arc 
wo rki ng on. AnOl hcra rea we plallto inv est 

ill is the merchandising ann ofllle Socie ty. 
",,," ely the Blue BoarG in Silop. Thanks to 
the vision and efforts or Johnny Price and 

BOla. thc Blu e Boar has become a 
real asset to the Soc iety and 11 usefu l source 
of income. however there is a grcat denl 

more that we coul d do to devc lop i l i n the 
futur e. As acceptance arde Ycre's author­

shi p g rows on uni versity campu scs. we 
should be deve lopi ng a whole ncw li ne o f 
Blue Bom- merchandi se to nppcal to stu­

dents. 
Th is wi ll serve two purp oses: it w ill 

make bei ng nil Oxfo rdi ml trcndy ;JIl ci it w ill 

raise thc revo luti onary hack les of Ihc stu­
dent popu lation. A flcral l . tlJere is no reason 
why students shou ldn ' t init iate their own 

Oxford ian ccl ls all campus.j ust as I fo unded 
the De Vere Soc iety as a student <1 t Oxford 

in 1986. For too lang wc have court ed the 
professors w ith honeyed terms of courtesy: 
now's thc timc tol llli cash their owI1 students 

.lg.tinst them. nod sec Aet(lcon devourc d by 
his own hounds. Aft erall . th is is a batt le. 

not a pi cnic .(l nd lhere's H li mi llO how long 
onc can go on li stening to disqui siti ons 011 

the mctn theatricnlit y of inllnat cria l tex ts. 

Moreover, it is the mcdia <Inc! the 
ing i ndustry Ihat we should be courtin g, 

becHusc it is they who will nssist liS ill QlIr 
u lti male gO/II. 

T he objec t o f thc new Newslctter is to 
prov ide members wi th morc real ncws, .and 

cncoumgc a sense or cohes ivcness :lIld 
common purpo se thai has perhaps been 
lack ing in prev ioll s years. We encourage 

you HI! to send in letters. bits o f news :m d 
other items 0 1" int erest. It is, how cver, 
impor t:mt to stress that we are not neglect­
ing the longer scholarly these w ill 

be publi shed separately in a jOllr1HlI ca lled 
1'1re o.,!o/'dio ll, w hich wi ll be publi shed 
twice H year, Hnd will retail at $5 an issue. 

Th anks to the Herculean errorts of Bill 
Boy le and M an y Hyatl. wc HI"C also ex­
pandin g our presencc on the Internet, and I 
would encouragc all of you 10 gCI on lin e 
and join the Evermore Shtlksper di s­

clission gro ups, where YOll can be in louch 
wi th Oxrordiansa nd other Shakcspcarcans 
wor ldw ide. Between 30 and 50 people a 
day are now visttingour Oxfordian website, 
nnd i t can ' l be long now before thi s begins 
to show in signi fi cant il lc rcases in member­

ship. 
An other pr io ri ty is fund -raisi ng. Bell y 

Scars has been in charge or the Soc icty 's 
Developme nt Program, which oversees 

and her dearcst w ish (whic h 

lIlany of us shHrc) is to sec the Socie ty 

Clcqui re it s own headqumter s Hnd li brary 
hcre in Cambrid ge, M ass., wit h :l paid staff 
to man it. We h.ave or course already tHken 
the fir st step towa rds profession.tli zing the 
Society in prov idin g stip ends for thcir ser­
vi ces to both Bi ll Boy le, who is Edito r of 
the Newsletter, and Mart y l-IyHtI, who co­
manages our intcrests 011 the 
Intcrnet with B ill. Evclltllully, we shou ld 

look to being able to pay fu ll salnrics to a 
number o f peop le who decide 10 make the 

Ox ford ian CHuse their li fe's work. On ly 
then will we have a chance of acco mplish­
ing our most chefi shcd goal : ull ivcrsa l .. 

ogniti oll o f Edward de Vcrc as the 
behind the name Shakcspca1'e, 

Underl y ing <I l1lhe goals and in itiHti ves 
out lined above is lhe key cancepl of pro­
motion, which menns morc publi ci ty f01'll1e 
Society anti more visibil i ty. To acco mpl ish 
thi s requil 'cS H 11CW mind set, Por unless we 

as 1.1 Society arc. int erestcd in definin g QUI" 

goals, strealll i inin g OLir orga ni zCltion und 

pl'Ocedl ll'cs, find refurbishing our image, 
we Call expect to languish for the next 75 
years as we rCIlll:lilllll cmbcrs 01':1 chann ing 

but csscnt inlly i neffecti ve gro up. 
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Hi story remind s li S that Ox rord inll 

groups wax and wan e, co me and go. 
In terneci ne strife is a real danger, and we 
llll lSl be scrupulou s in nffordi ng om fellow 
Oxfor dians w ho possess 1110re rad ical or 
eccentric v iews a court eous hcari ng. most 
part icul arl y as the st rangest thi ngs in the 
Eli zabethan Age have an awkward habit of 

being truc . II is cssenti al that we remain a 
broad church, and keep our sights trained 
on the rca l cnemy w ith out. not the illu sory 
enemy within . Coo perati on i s llle path 10 

rCCl I achievement . 
QlIr grca test all y in the cali se is Oxford 

him self, and it behooves li S to promo te this 
chnri smmi c I1gure as and when we can. 
There's no rcason why he shouldn't be n 

stellar fi gure in the pub li c imagination , iU1 

instantly recognized name. Yet men tion of 
him slill draw s a blank in the Vilst majorit y 

of peoplc. V igOrollS and wc ll -1<ugctcd pro­
moti on can, and wi ll , change thi s, but it wi ll 
take all of li S to do i t. Loca l ef fo rt s wi ll 
lead 10 national I·ccog niti on. 

If we do have the cOllHlge and energy 
to changc and become ,1 Socie ty o f grcater 
cohesion and grc mer v ision, thcn w hole 

new wor lds wi l l open up to us. For one, we 
wi l l l'ind ourselves eli gibl e i'or seriOllsg rant 

money. Secondl y, the task of fund -rai sing 
wi ll be madc imm easurab ly mOrc easy as 

our new, professional im agc attracts more 
regular and substanti HI donations. Th irdly, 
wc wi ll IHive the fun ds to commi.cision 
rcsemc h and grant scholnrships. And , 
fina ll y, we wi ll in no time bu i lei L1pa respcct­
able mcmbership. which 1l1C,l1lS thOUSi.lnds 
rather than hundr eds. 

T hi s brin gs me to n chall enge. I chal· 

Icngeyo u. the membcrs hip , wi ncreasc Ollr 
numbers twofo ld by the time or the Minn e­
apolisco llventi on all Octobcr 10th . A l l you 
have to do is provi de O Il C of your fricn ds 
with a gift mClllb ership. For $35 you can 
ensure that our mcmbershi p grows from 
650 to 1,300 in a matter of mon ths. Or if 
you CHll ' t arford $35,c rcatea ncwst udcn t 

0 1' tencher membership for $ 15. It 's up to 
c[lch and every olle or us to incrcase our 

membcrship i:1Ilt! promote the Socic ty as 
effect ively as we cnll --so let's SHirl ri ght 
now. 

Tha nk you al l 1'01' youI' help "nd sec you 
i ll Minncnpoli s! 
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A Little More than Kuhn, 
And Less than Kind 

Examining lhe headlines with 
The Stru.cture oj'Scientific Revolutions in Mind 

By Marl< Anderson 

Oxfonlialls may have been surprised m 
the latest Shakespearean stori es coming 
fl'Olll lhc nrlliol1t11 media. 01' alicma a little 
embHl'nJsscd for the ever-declining state of 
Str<tlfordian scholarship. The recently re­
discovered 1612 W.S. Fllneral Elegy, for 
installce. may read like Cartlcllio-bnmci 
Imitat ion Shukcspcarc and appear a closer 

to W .S.'s other print ed work (the 
apocryp hal pl"ysLo cr;lIe ( 1595 ), 71le 1'1'/1" 
Chronicle !-lis/ories oj Tltol1l{f,\' Lord 
Crollll ".11 ( 1602) and1'l .. l'lIrilllill e ( 1607» 
[han to The Willler',\' Tale or 1-lelllY VI/ I. 
But to denizens of Stratford, this is Page 
Olle news. 

Howeve r one feels aboLlI Ihe 578- li nc 
poem - and some Ox l'orciiuns have 
forilscHll oll ization, albei t wi th ruther elabo­
rate chronol og ical argul11cllts- inve stigJ I­
i ng wby the l£legyo r Insl Novembc r 'sNew 
Yorker artic le onHtlllll et ami Martin Luth er 
nre considered news cnn prov e just as re­
veal ill g as analyz ing thcs lorics them selves. 

Fortunate ly. a comprehen sive study of 
StnJtfordiall cJOgl11H in thc twi li ght years hus 
already been wr itten. Thomas S. Kuhn 's 
Stmcllire Scielltific: I?evvlllliolls ( 1962) 
might us well be titl eel Tile SrmClllr e of 
SIJOkespelireclI/ Nevoltttioll s for the author' s 
sagaCity ill illliminatin g the history of the 
mll horship controvc rsy, Quite a rcmark ­
nblc feut considering Kuhn neverollce mCIl ­

tions Shakespeare. 
Now 76 years since .I . Thoma s 

Looney 's. S/lfIkeSIJeare Idelllified fi rst 
camc into print, Ihe revolu tion it set in 
Illo li oll - and the entrcnched orthodoxy 's 
rcaclion 10 il - share many iden tifyi ng 
traits with olhcr illiellcctuu l revolution s in 
history (or whm Ku hn terms "paradigm 
shi ft s"). Kuhn 's co nsideration or ort hodox 
relictiollS 10 John Dalton 's atomic theory of 
chemistry or Nico laus Cope rn icus' 
centr ic cosmo logy shows haunting rei· 
cvance to the au thorship debate and its 

reverberation s in Shakespearean rcsearch 
today. 

COllsider Ihe 161 2 W.S. EleCY' Sillee 
the omp letc W orks or W.S. const itute al 
lCHst four plilltcd texIS - Ihree of which 
relnain apocryphal even to the most ((vic! 
propollent s or the Elegy- the fi rst ques­
lion to be broached is an obvio us aile: Why 
c<l ll oni zeo ne and Icave Ihree waiting :lt the 
doorstep?( 11 is nqucslion, curiously enough, 
I have yet to scc <lily nl'ticle on the Elegy 
ask .) 

I t ccrt<linly is convcnient that a canon­
ized Eleg y wou ld appear prima face to 
exc lude Edwa rd de Vere as the <lllth or, 
since he di ed in 1604 and the poem PI.lYs 
tri bute 10 an indi vidual who was killed in 
16 12. 

Perhaps p(lrl or Ihe retiSOIl a seven 
year-old story (Do nald Foster 's book El ­

egy by W,s.: A Stlldy ill A"ribllrirJ/1 C<lI11C 

out in 1989) !lOW shares rronl -page colu mn 
inches in Ihe Nelli York Tillie.\' with Bosnin 
and the 1996 Presidential C<unJ>aign is the 
Elegy's Ulility i ll si lencing the increasing 
number of hcretics :tt the gale. 

A nd that should comc as no surprise to 
Oxfordiull s. The chronolo gy has becn and 
probiJbly w ill conlinll c to be the moSI vis­
ib le site whcrc I he is 
stagcd. 

The chronology. in racl , is what Kuhn 
wouldcu tcgorizc,lsa rule. In I(u iln 's frame ­
work, ru les rcstri Clthc 1111lllbcro f solutioll S 
to pUl.zles cncolillt ered ill onc's day -to-d ay 
rescnrch. Dev ise ,I thai deric s the 
chron ology (i.e, the authorSlo pped writin g 
in 1604) and face hostility, censure or ex­
communication 1'1'0111 thcStr:ltfordian priest­
hood , Follow thc ru les foryou rpr ofessio nnl 
advancement; dcfy the rule s at your profe s­
sional pcril. 

Howeve r, as Kuhn poin ts alit , rules are 
nol fUllciamcntnl to thc disciplin e itse l f, 
They al'e merely guid clin es establi shed roJ' 

Shakcspcnrc Oxfo rd Newsletter 

Ihe pract it ioner s to conduct the prob lem­
solv ing ("mop ping -up opcnHiolls" as he al 
times more eynic;li ly terms il) that cOll sti · 
lUtes IIcnl'ly all research in any field , 

R(lIher, i f rules tIre the essence fi eld, 
the pHmdigm is it s quinte ssence. In the 
Copernica n dcbmc, the parad igm at stake 
in volved the Earth's stat ion in the uni verse, 
111 thc prescnt dcbnte. the ccnter of the 
lit erary uni versc is thc thin g. And who i l is 
means more than jusI II face to put wi th a 
n:lIl1C. M ore nbstractly, a pmadigm might 
be defincd , [IS Kuh n phrased it , as the "co n­
stellation of shared com mitm ents" held 
w ithi n" pnl'tieu lar field. (p. I R I ) 

Consideri ng scicntific history wi thin 
the contex t o f paradigm shi fts, then, Kuhn 
found cOlllmon thrcHcl s th roug hollt the 
Weslern traditio n. And thai 's where the 
W .S. Elegy and rules lik e the chrono logy 
come in . 

T he impo rwncc of ru les and rul e-mak ­
in g. as Kuh ll establis hes, c losely Iraces a 
pcHlidigm's approach lO a c ri sis stale: 
"Though .1I11l0st nonexi stent during per i­
ods or normal scicnce, !.debatcs ove r 
rlil es-I recur regularl y j ust before and 
durin g scicn ti fi c revolut ions, the peri ods 
when pamdig l11s arc fi rst undcr attack und 
Ihen subject to change ... When scienti sts 
disagree abou t whcthcr the fundamental 
prob lcms of their fie ld have been solved, 
thc for ru les gains a functiOl1thtH it 
docs nOI ord ilHlri ly possess." (p. 48) 

In addit ion, the prolni nellcen !' Kuhnian 
rule s l ike chronolo gy may provc a lIseful 
baromc ter for ullcerta inl Y in the 
Siratfordian camp. As Kuhn conclud es, 
"Ru les should thererore becom e impor talll 
and thc chnractcr isli c unconce rn about them 
should vanish whenever paradiglllso r mod· 
cis :trefe ll to be insecure." (I'. 47) Roug hl y 
tnll1slated, the mOl'ccaulk you lIsc.tile cl oser 
you HI'C to needin g a who le ncw tub - and 
the tOllchicr you arc "bOllt the wholc th ing. 

Of coursc, in the final stages or 
theory, the p:tlehwo rk or stopg"p fixe s and 
newfo und rules makes quite a grotc squeri e 
fo]' obscrvers oll tside the dominan t para­
digm, Thc I ivi ne WillhuTI , weare now lold. 
wrote the D ivi ncEleg y aft erhc had finished 
The Telll pe,\·t, his furew ell to the sInge. Per· 
haps in the SHIl1C way in which he wrote 
\leI/lis alld Adoll; s to w in fri ends and innu· 
ence people, he composed the Elegy to 
establi sh his crcdcntial s at crank ing out 
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1607 - The Pllri wi lle 

1" mllllWJ o/'Wl",Vft" IItUI 
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<>fVl hll'.onn ... 
Il",n ... 

1612 - FI/I/er," Elegy 

The COl1lplete Work.\' of WS . .' Ca l/ollize 'lte (llId ;1,\' 

th ree /lgly bl'Olhe!'s II/(lY SOOIl 11' (1/11 (() move ill 

stilt ed, lireless pancgyrics. Or maybe he 
wasjusl warming up for " Good Friend for 
icsus SA KE rorb eal'e To di gg Ihe dList 
cncloased HERe", " 

Cmi o ll sly. Co perni cus' observation s 

abollt the mishmash of theori es propn­

gmed to keep the lumb erin g Ptolem<lic ship 
arloat rin g fri ghtenin gly truc inlh c present 
contex t: 

" 1\ is ,IS though an iJrlisl were In galhcr the 
IlIlI1d:;, fl.!cl . heml alld olher members for his 
images from div cl'se models, each pHrt excel­
lellt ly umwl1. but nOt rcl :ucd to II .s ingle body, 
and since they ill 110 way match cud other, the 
I'cs tlll woule! be mtll1slcr falher 111 1111 1'11:111. 1/,\· he 
describill g Ifle D"oesholll herc? -
Ed. 1 So ill the course of their exposi tion, , we 
find t iwi they IHlve t.:ither Ol11ill cd some indis­
pensable del<lil or int roduced sometil ing 1'01'. 
cign !1l1d wholl y irrelevilllt. Thi s would of ;1 
surety not have been so had they !"ollowcd 
fi xed pl'incip le:-.; for ir their hypotheses were 
Ilot misleading, illl infcrcnces hased thercon 
might be surcly vcrified," (Thomas S, Kllhll. 
The Copcrnicall f?eW)/tllioll. Hilrvurd Vlli ver­
sil y Prcss ( 1966) p. 138,) 

Sra ti"orciialls, it seems, have been crib ­

bing lik e mild from the Ptol clllui c p1'Ompt 
book. . 

Whcn nil! Nell' Yorker publ ished 
Dnvid Rcmni ck' s "NomIc/ in Hollywoo d" 
fcature lasl November 20, the thcory il 
advtlnced - that the play Wi.\S an allego ri ­
ca l biograp hy of Martin LUlher (c f. SOS 
Ne lll,\' /eller. Hlitumn 1995, p. 3) - cer tainly 

wo rds new life, In fact. 

like:1n increased (Icpenciellce all rules lind 
mcthodol ogy , the prcponcicntll ce of seeln · 
in gly <lrbitrn l'Y hypotheses within a para ­

di gm also tends to foreshadow H cris is 
wherein the c l11irc pamcli gm comes in to 
questio n, 

A nd the pr:lc ti tiollers within the p,itra· 
ciigm arc rare ly the ones doin g the ques­
li oning, As Kuhn establi shes, " By them­
selves they Cannot and wi ll not falsify 
Il hcirl lit eol'Y, for itsd cfendel's wi ll dowhat 
we havcal l'cady seen scient ists doing when 
confl'0111eci by anomaly. They will devisc 
numerous arti culat ions and ad Iwc lllodifi · 

cat ions of their theory in oreler to elimin ate 
allY apparent confli ct. M all Y or the reI· 
evant mociifi cati ons anci qua l ifi cations nrc, 
in fact, already in Ihe li lcratllr e," (p , 78) 

As i f reading from Kuhn themsclves, 
"everal New Yorker renders wro te in a 
1110nth lal cr to point out tilat the "new" 
theori es cove rcd in Relllni ck' snrti c lc wcre 
also advanced in a 1990 Eliglish utllgllllge 

NOles arti c le lmd il 1973 Ph.D, thesis. 
Perhaps the most imp ortant aspect of 

the ad hoc modifi cations to a pHradigm Hrc 
their fl eetin g lHlllu 'c. Wh i le they Ill fly be 
vchementl y defended durin g their fifteen 
minut es or fame , they also tend to bc 
qui ck ly dropp ed whcn the llcx l big thin g 
comes alo ng. Kuhn observes, "The scien ­
thit in l:ri sis wi ll conslantl y try to gCllerate 
speculat ive thcories th<1t. if iillcccssful . 
may disclose the road to n Ilew paradi gm 
lind , if ull slIcccssfu l, call be surrcn dered 

wi lh relali ve easc." (p. 87) 
Unfortullately , {he soluti on is never as 

simpl e as silling the lWO sides (lown at :l 

bargainin g table and hashing their differ­
ences alit. The pol cmicnl nature or a 
debale betwecn com petin g paradigms is as 
nalUl'nl ns the dogmati c claim s made on 
both Since 1I paradi g l11Htic di spute is 
often aboulth c Illosl fundam enl al issll es in 
a fi eld , rarely cnn two parti es rind much if 
nny commo n gro und. 

Citin g an example f l'Ollltb e debate over 
what became Dalton 's atomic theory of 
chemi stry, Kuhn spell s out Ihe inev itabl e 
nature or conni cl in the pamdi gm game. 
"Nei ther side wi ll grant i.lllt he non-ernpil'i ­
ca l nssumpti ons that the other side needs in 
order to make it s case. Like Proust " nel 
Bertholl ct arguing about the: compo siti on 
of chemical COIllPOlllld s, they me bound 
pmly 10 I"lk IhJ'Ough each olhcr. Thou gh 
each may hope to Con vert the other to his 

way of seeing hi s sciencc and its problcm s, 
neithcr may hope to pro ve his case. The 
competition between pll nuli gm s is nOt the 
SOI'\ or b:llli e that can be resol ved by 
proofs." (p. 148) 

Allemp ting to so lve the controv ersy 
w ith docume ntary ev idence alone wou ld 
appear to be foll y laO , 1'01' even in the most 
seemin gly obj ecti ve or pursuit s. :lIla ly t iCHI 
"proors" at times have to take a back sent 
to more :Icsthctic judgm ents, Before or in 
thc cnr ly phasc or all cstabli shed 
paradigm's cri sis stale, prog ress is made 
Ill orc thr ough intuition th.1I1 Hny pat pro­
cess. That is, HSolllc tlling must make at 
least a few scien tists feel !haL thc new pro­
posa l is oll lil e ri ghltra ck, HIlc1 i Illes it 

(CmllilllU!d ml 14) 
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lain pamllcls between Oxford's work and 
Shakespeare·s. 

It e also nmclc the point that the author ­
ship quest ion was a won hwhilc subject for 
d iscussion Hnd research. nne! he believed 
thnt Oxfordian s had not been tremed with 
su fficient respect by the Estnblishmcnl. 
They had. he said, l'aised a number of im­
portant questions. 

But what consumed the bllr dcn o f 
Kny' attention was the dill i ng of the plays, 
and this fo r him was where the Oxfor dian 
case fcll down. As an expel'( on the lifeand 
limes of King James, Professor Kay was 

convinced that many of the hiler plays such 
as Macbeth , Killg Lcar nn<1 Willler' .... Tale 
referred 10 speci rie episodes ill the life of 
the First SllIal'l King. 

Vcrc responded that some of his refer­
Cnces were [Ipp::.rently taken rrom James' 

journals, and pror . Kay did concede thai 
James possessed n strong sel r-dramatizin g 
streak alld could wel l have ol'chestmt ed OJ' 

sim ply in ventcd episodes in hi s lifc to cor­
respond wi th epi sodes fl'Oll1 the lives or 
Shakespeare's protagonists. 

II 's also true I1w tl opical allu sions could 
be ndded when a piny was revived fol' 

performance at Court. Perhaps James ' 
courtie rs indulged his vani ty by presentin g 

him as Hamlct in ourt produc tions. 

VCI'e also challenged Professor Kay on 
the pl'c- 1590 lopical all us ions in plays such 
as /...(JI'C'S Lt,boltr's L.o.\'1 as well as the 

dearth o r new quul'lo publicalions after 
1604, n ract broughl into especial focus by 
refcrences in the firs t ed iti on or the "SO Il­

nets" which clearly imp ly thai thc autho r 

WlIS already dead by 1609. 
Both speakers paid tribute to each other 

in thei r clOS ing statements. and Mr. 

KO/'llstcin praised the qualit y and unpreju­
diced tone oflil e debate berore instruct ing 
thejury <\s to their duti es. He asked them to 

put as ide their pJ'cv ious ju dgments all the 
issue and vote according to the evidence 
they had heal'd that evening. lie fini shed 
wi th il quota tion from Johnni e Coclmlll , 
the infamous de fense .ll torncy of the even 

more in famous OI'entiUlI James Simpso n: 
" lf i , doesn'l f il , you flltl st acquit. " 

Of Ihc eighty audicn cc members who 
voted,twen ty-two Imd come in as Ox ford­
ialls, forty-four StratfordiHlls .. md four­
teen as undecided. T he l111dccidcds split 

50-50. A ll those who hud cOllle in "' 
Oxfordia ns remain ed Oxf'ordians, while of 
those whoc ilme in as Stn ll fo rdia ns 
IIVO voted 1'01' Oxfo l'd. 

A victory was therefore declared for 
the Oxfol'(lia n side. 

Announcing a new publication from the 
Shakespeare Oxford Society ..... 

The Oxfordian 

... a bjennial journal devoted to new research 
and scholarship on the Shakespeare authorship 

question and the life of Edward de Vere. 

First issue to be publ ished in fa ll 1996. Submit fu ll length 
papers to: The Oxfordian, 38 Woodward SL., Boston, MA 02 127 

Attention: Stephanie Hughes, ed itor. 

email: shughes @ lynx .dac.neu.cdu 

Shakespea"e Oxford Newsleller 

Amlel' ,I'(JII (Coll/illtll'{ 1 from page 131 

is only personal and ilHirl icul ate aesthetic 

considerations thaI C' lIl do thut." (p. 158) 
Peering in to the crysln l ball , theil , a 

revo lut io nmy phase - as the Hlilhorship 
controversy appears 10 be enteri ng - is 
typica lly resolved tlwough pati ence and a 
lot of perseverance. As J(uhn concludes: 

"Sllpporicrs' motive s 1Il1ly be suspect. 
cnhcJcss, if they nrc competcnt , they wi ll im­
prove it. explore ils possibil iti es. and show \Vbal 

it would bc like to belong to the cOlllllluni ty 
guided by it. Ami as thnt goes on, if the pamdiglll 
is onc destined 10 win il s fig ht, thc lIumb cr and 

strength orl he pcrsuasive in ravor 
will increase. More scientists will thcn be can· 

VCl'lcd, unci tllccxplor:lt ioll of the Ilew pal'adigm 

will go 0 11 . Gradually thc numbcr of experi­
ments, instruments, nl'licles ilnd books based 011 

the pllradigm wil l mUltiply. Sli lt ll1ol'c men I tlli s 

W:lS written in 1962, aftcr nil I, convinced or Ihe 
new vicw':-, rruitfuln ess, wi l l adopt Ihe new 

mode of prncticing 110rmal scicnce, Llilli l at last 
only a fcw elderly holdouls rcmain. And even 

lhcy, We CI1II 11 0 1 sn)', IIrc wrong. Though the 
historian c all always find mCll ... who wel'c un· 

reasonable 10 resist Cor as IOll g they did. he 
wil l not find lIpoi nt lll whiclll' cs isl:mce beco mes 

illogicnl 0 1' unscicntific. At 1110s1 he lllU Y wish to 
say Ihal the mnn who conlinues to resist aftcr 
his wholc profession hilS bcen COllVCl'lcd has 

i/lim facIO ceased 10 be .1 scientisl." (p. 159) 

Mcteors fri gh tin g the fi xed stars o f 
heaven Illay forcrun the death or ra il of 
ki ngs. But a paradigm's fortl1nately. 

appears to be far more prostli c. 

Visit the 
Shake speare Oxfol'(l 

Society 
on thc Intcl'l1et 

Home Page located at: 

hIt I): IIww \\'.s h:ll<es(lcIlI'C-O" rOl'd ,com 
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British actor Sir Derek Jacobi is latest to sign 
Society petition on authorship 

British actol' Sir Derek Jacobi has be· 
come the Ialcst to sign the petilion on the 
Shakespeare authorship sponsored by \11C 
Shakespeare Oxford Society. Jacobi hfls a 
long list of Shakc.o;;pearCHn creci its, includ­
ing his recent directi on or Kennelh 
Branagh in /-Ialll/ ef. 

Ta date more than 400 \-vfi lers, lawyers. 
Hetors, students and olher lovers 
of Shakespeare have signed the petition, 
which asks that the authorship question and 
the evidence pointing toward Edward de 
Vere be given seriolls consideration by the 
acadelllic establishmcnt . The petition will 
be presented 10 Ihe Associa­
ti on of Amcrica fl i their annual conference 
Ihi s A pril. 

Among Ihose who have already signcd 
arc: 

Verily Anderson. author 
Armand Assante, actor 
Lydiu Bronte, Bllthor 
Chmks Champlin. arts critic (LA 7i'mes) 
Norrie Epstein, author 
Sir John Giclglld, actor 

M ichael Han, <.lllthor 
Norris Houghton. pl'Oduccr/c.lircctor, author 
Sir Derek Jacobi, actor 
Kevi l1 Kcll y. dmm" crili c (80 .1'1011 Globe) 

Edgar L lIlsbury, TV producer 
Kristen Linklatcr, author 
Felicia Londrc, professor 
Cllristopher Lydol1, journalist 
LOll is Marder, professor 
Paul N itze, But hal' and statesman 
Louise Robey. ilClrCSs 
T he Dukc of SI. A lban, 
Hank Whiltcmore, author 
M ichael York, aCIOr 

A Petition sponsored by the Shakespeare Oxford Society 
on the matter of the authorship of the works of William Shakespeare. 
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Wc, the undersigned, petition the Shakespeare Association of America, in light of ongoing research, to engage 
acti vely in a comprehensive, objective fi nd sustained in vesligalion of Ihe authorShi p of the Shakespemc Canon, 

parti cularil y as i l rei ales 10 Ihe claim of Edwa rd de Vere, 171h Earl of Oxford . 

Nalll e: _________________________________________ _ 

Address: ________________________________________ _ 

Cil y: _____________ _ 5Ialc: _ __ _ ZIP: _ _ _ 

Phol1c: _______________ _ 

Occupali on/"IT il i" liol1: ___________________________________ _ 

Signatul'c: ______ ___ _ _ _________________________ ____ _ 

T his form should be xel'Oxcd, signed and al1d mail ed 10: 

Cl1al'ies Boy le, 
208A Washington 5 t. 119. 
Somervill e, M A 02 143 
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Shakespeare on the Internet; 1995 a landmark year 
as discussion group grows and Home Page is opened 

The Shakespeare authorship debate is 
now nvnilnbl c to the world's estimated 10 
million pill s Internel lIsers, Whereas just 
one yen I' ago anyone wh o searched the 
phrases "Edward de Vere" . "Earl or Ox­
ford" 01' "Shakespeare authorship" on the 
Net's scarch engines would have come lip 
w ith a response " Noth ing found", Ihey wi ll 
now find bib liographies, current news ;:l11d 

up to two dozen and more dirrerent nrticlcs 
on the Huthorship debate, Edward de Vere, 
and the Shakespeare Oxford Society. 

And many of these milli ons of Internet 
lI sers arc IDented at uni versiti es throughout 

the world . bo th fac ulty and stude nts. 
Ncarly a ll the Icading Shakespeare schol­
ars arc ncti ve on it. 

Bill Boy lc, a librar y consllltnnt in 
So mervill c. Massae husclls. and Marly 

Hyatt, a lecturer at Duquesnc University in 
Pittsburgh. took the initiativc in 1994, und 
<lrc now the j oint managers and ediLOI's of 
thc Oxfordianl ocatiolls on Internet, They 
sct up and now they edit 
iall matcrials alld do the troub leshooting, 
" A tremendous accomplishment," sflys Ri­
chard Whalen . the Society's PrcsiclclH 
from 1993- 1995. 

For the uninitiated. it works like this: 
With a personal computer, a modem ;:lI1d il 

telephonc line, you call Sigllllp 1"01' Internet 
access with a loca l se rvice provider (such 
as national powerhouses America Online 
or Prodigy, or perhaps Hny of the many 
small er prov idcrs call be round 
throughout the countr y), Once you' ve 
signed up wit h a provider, YOLI will have 
your own personal Cl1l:li I address. and ae-

ccss to the wholc Nct. 
With ' In email :lddress, you can partici­

pate in thc Oxfordian discliss ion group 
Evermorc, or cven subsc ribe to the main­
streal11 Shnksper Intcrnationnl Electronic 
Shakespeare Conference, which while it 
does 110l allow disclIssion or the 
question, is an interestin g forum Ihat in­
cludes many of the lead ing Shnkespcl"ll'c 
scholars in the world 

Or. you can find your way to the World 
Wide Web and access the milli ons of web 
siles thal arc being establi shed throughout 
the world on every topic imaginable, Web 
sites arc a 1'0 1'111 of electronic publishing that 
most observers concede is the biggest thing 
to happen to publi shing and inrormation 
distribu tion since GlltcllbuJ'g, 

1\1 last COUllt, seventy fi ve Oxfordians 

Shakespeare and The Shakespeare Authorship on the Internet 
J) To join thc eVCl'more emnil cont'erence , sponsorcd 

by the Sociely , ju st send nn email message to: 

cditors@shnkcspcill'c.oxl'ol'(l.lm .cotn 

and in thc message UI'en write : 
Subscribe evermore first namc last Ilome 

The evermor e conference wos establish ed t'ot· 
Oxfordians 10 tnU, with other Oxfordian., and is 
nlodcl'ulcd to I'estdel discussion to Oxl'ordinn 
issucs rather HulU n debOLt! over the author ship. 

2) To join Ihe SHAKSPER lnlernational Shnl<cspc".-c 
Conference, send nn cmailmc ssa gc to : 

listscrv @ws.8owieSfnte .celu 

llIul in the message nrca write: 
SUB SHAKSP E R lirsl naUte last nallle 

Thi s is n group SI)Onsored by the main stl'cnm 
ucndemics of the world. Discu ssion or Ihe 
spear e. author ship question is not allowed. 

31 The Society's home pnge can he lilllnd nl: 

http://www.shukcspcllrc-uxf'ord.l·mn 

4) The Ever Reader can be I"ound at: 

l.tlp:l!www. sh .. kespc .. rc -oxl"ord.cum!cvcrrend.htm 

5) T he uscllet bulletin bon .. d 011 ShnkcSI)"''''e ,·"n be 
found by looldng 1'01' the following name in the 
usellct ncwsgroup ol'y01ll' intel'net HCCCSS 

pJ'ovider: 

This iii an unmmlcl'ated globul bull etin bonrd where 
nnything Shal(cspcul'can cnn be discussed, including 
Ihe aut/ulI ·ship. 

6) The Sh"kc spcarc Web en" be found at: 

httll:/!www. sl.akcspcare.com 

Once ther e, look fol' QUCl'ics and Answ crs , thell the 
Authorship Questioll. 
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were on thc Oxfo rdian mailin g li st Ever­
marc, some regllhlrl y. some occasional ly. 
They nll1gc 1'1'0111 Prof!.!ssor Pat BlH.:krid gc 
in Austnllia to Edw(wd de \I(Jt'(' Ne ws/elf er 

publi sher Nina Green in Canada. All have 
instant COlllllHlIlic illion with each othcr 
thl'Ougllth e EVCl'Ill OrC email conference. 

0 11 Evermore Ox fOJ'dinns have.: hee n 
tradin g gossip scriml s research iJcas 
1'01' the past yea,r. Put n message On Ever­
mure and 75 Ox ford ians c' lIll ook at it. and 
respond. Recently, Professor Alan Nelson. 
a Stratfor dinn at the Ullivc rsi ty ofCalif(Jl'­
Ili a-Berkeley, shnrcd the results or SOIllC of 
his'lrchivn l research intuO xfor d's l i fe. 
long messages generated much comment 
by parti c ipants, fi nd his !.!xchilngcs w ith 
Ni na Green have been especially intcrest­
ill g "lid illfOl'Ill ,,[iv e. (NOTA BEN E: Ihe 
Evermore li st ex ists for Ox forciialls to wlk 
with other Oxfor climl s: Prof. Nelson 
admitted (0 the li st because Or llis "primill'y 
:o.ollrcc" research 011 Oxford: we 
age having the Stratford vs. Ox ford debate 
011 Evermor e. and the li st is moderated to 
restrict mcmbership to Oxfordian s). 

urrcnll y <lbout htllf a dozen 
arc posted everyday on Evermore. II' you 
take a vHcation. YOll mHy find over a hun­
dred messages to read whcn you get back . 
Marty Hyatt is the manager lind edit or. 

On [he World Wid e Web Billl30y lc lIn ­

dertook all the steps Ilcccssary 10 cstabli sll 
Shakespeare Oxford Society I-Iolll c PHgC 

and along wi th il a cOlnpanioll onlin e magfl ­
zinc n,c Eller Near/a Both sites were up­
loaded i.llld Hllnounccd to the world On Sep­
tember 8 th last year. 

The Home Page wi ll be thc penm.lnclit 
repository of Ox fordian informati on. di ­
rectories, bib li ogrHphics etc,. while 71,e 
Ev£'/' Header wil l be. lik e any magazine. 
current and top ical with fe.Hure articl es :llld 
up-to-the-minut e news on the authorship 
debate. T he fir st/i, '£'r I({wler (Pall 1995) 
co ntained Just ice Stevens' SIlCIkespea l'e 
CO/lOll O/Sftlfl IIOIY COlIst ,."ct;O/l and Charl­
ton Ogburn's 1992 p:tmphlel Shakes/Je(IJ'e :\. 
Self- Pol'/mif . The Wint er 1996 issue has 
the two tlrti c les on FI/J/eral Jj'/egy Ihm ap­
pear in thi s ncwslctlcl', :lIong with five other 
articles. including Len Deming's paper rrom 
the 1993 Conference IUI'aNd Logic alld the 
SNpl'(tly SlraOorr:liw/ . 

A ti.tblc of content s and hypertext link ­
ing make both the lIome Page and EI'l! 1' 

Header easy 10 u:o.c nnd both will be CO /1-
s/(\llll y cvol ving Hnd exp.ll1c1ing. Hypertext 
link s abo lnab,: it tn go illlllh:diately 
10 ot iler Shakespeare locatiolls on the Web, 
such ao; MIT' s file l)f the complete works 
or Shakespeare Ihat call he :-.eal'chcd llsing 
key word" . 

As is typical or the intcJ'IIct. the word 
about these Ox rordi an sHes co ntinues to 
spre[ld . and they :lrc 110W incil.;xcd in all the 
IIHljOJ' scnreh cilgincs on the nd a l; 

YHhon). nnd also li nked to nth!.!r web sites 
wh ich involve Sh:tkcspe:lre ,Ind Ren<.li s­
sance studi es, The result thllt anyone 
searching for Edw.wd de VerI! or the Shake­
speare authorship call 110W find plenty oj' 
informat ion where jus t one year ago thcre 

" ... lIw {lIlem el will brillg Iii " 
alllllO,..,·I,ip debale lu a wide,. all­
diellce lilt/II (lilY af II.'· d,.eall/ed 
JJossible ju st II f ew yellrs ago " 

none. 
The latest statistics show Hnywi lcre frol11 

50-75 hilS a day on [he 1-/0l11e Pase. which 
[ntn , lal es into probllb ly 30-55 diff eren[ 
peoplc accessing the site and ilil its Oxfor d­
ian info rmation each dllY. Clenrl y. the In­
ternet will bri ng the au thorship debate to a 
w ider audience any of us dreHmed 
possible ju st H few years ago. 

Recently Len Demin g. Soc iety Mem­
bership Chai r man, told liS about :I new 
member ship appli cation from Thailand 
wh ich camc directly from i.l Net surfer who 
had fOllnd thc I-lome Pagc. Several new 
mcmbers 10 the Society and the Evermore 
di scussion group first round through the 
Net. and even rClllilrk cd how wo nderful it 
was to know Ihat n Society exi.\·ted til tH 
was dedi cHtcd to the authorship debate! 

Il owcvcr, the Home Page and Tlte Eller 
Rem/a arc information sources for read­
": I'S, flot for discussion and debate (or at 
tenst not yet - i\ bul letin board feature mny 
he added [0 [he Home Page). 

But there are two pl aces on the net 
where both Shakespcm'c and the 
sh ip question cun be discusscd, 

First, there is thc new Shakespeare 
newsgl'Oup proposed ilnd shepherded into 
exis l ell ce by Ma n y !-I ya ll : 
hUJll<lnit ics.lil .aulhors,sh<lkespcare. Th e 
ncwsgl'Oup is part of Uscnct, the globa l 
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Internet bulletin board system, Usenel is 
the pan or the Internet that predates the 
World Wid e Web. way back [0 [he 1980s , 
lIlld even bcfore. for those with long memo­
ries. Discussion gro ups on Usenct were 
OrigillHll y rounded for researchers in Aca­
dClllC and government agencies 10 share in­
formation wit h each other. In the 19905 
Usenet has grown into the world 's largcst 
bulletin board system. 

Marty Hyatt spent six months plannin g 
and Ilurturin g the proposal flnd di scussion 
process that resulted in thc ravor;'lble vote 
in Aug ust 1995 th'lt is required for a new 
llcwsg roup: it is the first on the Internet de­
votcd solcly lO Shakespenre, 

T hi s is u w ide-open for um , <I ll 

Ilnlnoderated bulletin board. for discll ssion 
of :lIl y issue, including au­
thorship . by ;;111 comel'S, No one selects or 
edit s the messages, (lnd therc are no COIl­

troi s 01' membership rcq uirements (as there 
are with the Oxfordi<1 11 Evermo re and the 
StnMOI'dinn Shakspcr mailin g lis ts). In i ts 
fir st six months authorship hascome up scv­
enlltim cs. willllhc lIsual pro ,1IId con argu­
ments und some heated cxclulIl ges. 

The other venue to discuss authorship . 
locmed on the World Wid e Web. is T he 
Shakespea re \Veb. It features ,I bull etin 
bOl.ll'd subdiv ided into a dozen subj ect sec­
tions. One or these sect ions is ''The 
Authorship Question" , whi ch has been One 
of the morc active sections since last n.lIl , 
though allth ediffcrent sections lag rar be­
hin d the Student 's Questi ons section, 
which has notes every day of the week 
frOIl1 ·'plu gged in" hi gh schoo l and col­
lege students al'Ound the wor ld. 

Some of the di scuss ion threads under 
the Author ship Quest ion ha ve l<lsted <t 

month or so, (lml again . whil e some orlh e 
dcbate is ]"II11iliar and predic tnble. several 
parli ciplll1ts have acknow ledged Ihut they 
kncw lilli e aboullh e isslic before they went 
onl ine, but they are now thinkin g ,lbout i t 
seri ously rather thHn merely ridicu lin g the 
idea. A nd that. as we all know, is p!'Ogress. 

There is much morc to say "bo ll t what 
has been happenin g on the Nct. Hllci wc w ill 
be rcportin g regularl y in ellch isslIe of the 
newsletter. Some or the exchanges 011 dif­
fcrent bulletin boards. :'lIld on Evermore, arc 
wort hy of publi shing, and with the author 's 
permission, we will do j ust thnt. 

w. Boyle 
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Oxfordian News: 
Ruth Loyd Miller honored in Louisiana; Horatio Soc iety 

founded in San Francisco; Northeast Chapter resumes monthly meetings 

Califol'nia 

Society ll1cmbcrs Randnll Shennan and 
Katheri ne hiljan lulVc round ed u new or­
gnnizatioll ill Sa n Fl'ancisco devoted to 
spreading the word about Edward de Vere 
(mel Shakespeare. 

The Horatio Socie ty wi ll be devoted to 
publi c izing the author ship issue <lIltj espe­

ci all y to reaching the younger generat ion 
o r students be fore [heir Slralforcii :lIl I11CI1-

tor s co rrupt their think i ng. Ihndall 
Sherman has hud extensive experience in 
public relations. and promises to bring his 
skill s (0 bear on the authorship issue. 

Chilj ul1 has already given scvc n11 Icc ­
HIres and slid e shows in the Bny Are;] as 
pari of the ir recc nlly laun ched pub li cit y 

campaign. Clnd we are informed Ilw l the 
turnou t at each or these lectures has been 
quit e goo d. 

Prof . Alall Ne lsoll of UC Berkeley lVas 
in allcndallcc at her December 9th lecture. 

alld onc of thc first to ask questions at 
the conclu sion, The pro fessor informed 
the group that he was writin g biog rnph y 

or E(lwurd de Vere before proceedin g to 
ask hi s quest ions, and was heard to .. 
mark Inter that he W<lS '\Ignosli c" on the 

lllaHer o f thc authorship. For those on 
the cve rmorcemnil di sclission group, a few 
eyebrows may hav!.! becll raised to hen I' hi s 
positi on was "ag nostic." 

III Los A ll geles, the Shakespeare A u­

thorship Roundtab le con tin ued it s lecture 
scric s on the authorship and ot hcr rc lated 

schola rship about the Eli zabethan cra, 
Professor Nclson wa::; fir st spcakcr 1"01' 

the 1995- 1996 Series. Hi s talk on Septem ­
ber 16th was "My M onstrou s Adversary 
Oxfo rd : All El izabethan Coun Scandal" 

Other ta lks so rnr thi s season featured 
Soc iety trustee S.dly Mosher on Novcm · 

bel' l I til speakin g about "Mu sic for Fa· 
mOll S Eli zabethans" and performin g some 

of thi s Illll sic on her harpsicho rd . On Janu­
ary 13th Professor Cynd ia C legg of 
Peppcrdinc Uni versity spoke on "Press 

Censorship in the Age of 

Louisiana 

LifctilllC honorary 
trustee o f thc Soc iety 
Ruth Loyd Mil len,,\S 

honored with indu c­
tion int o the Hnll of 
Di st in c ti on by her 
all11:1matcr Loui sianH 
Slate Univ ersit y, A 
ful l page featu re ar­
ticl e ill Ihe Jennin gs 

Dail y News reponed 
011 Mill er 's h Ollol' in the Sept. 10 issue, 

" Wife, mot her, c iv ic rlcti visL <-ltl Orney, 

pu bli c serva nt, lec turcr, wr it c r and re­
nowncd Shakespcarean the arti cle 
rL;:portcd, "he r life is ,I whirlwind of ex ­

traordinar y accom pli shmcnts," 
The articl e also noteo that 1969, the 

year Mi ll er was given a co py of Doro th y 
and ChHrlt o ll Ogburn 's This Sfar of E,,­
g/t/lld, was Ihe turn ing point of her li fc, 

"Our li ves have never been the smnc". she 
is quoted as sayin g. 

The feature l ists much of the research 

.. lnd publ ishin g act iviti cs she has underlak en 
\\,,1111 hel' husband, Judge Min os MilicI' , Oil 

beh,,1 f o r the Ox ford cause and some of the 

honors she has rece i ved in recog nition of 
hcr effo rt s, 

Massachusetts 

In Bosto ll , the Northeast Chapter has 
rev ived its monthl y mcetin gs' aft er a hialU$ 

of almost two years. Thank s arc due to 
Elli o tt Slone for hi s ini tiat ive and financia l 
hc lp in findin g a mectin g p lace anel pro vid ­
ill g re freshm ellt s <lncl postage for mai l i ngs, 

In the first meeting on Octobe r 18th 
Charl es Boy le tn lked about a new book that 
we thi nk ,III Oxford ians ShOllld be aware o f 

(he wi ll review i t in our nex t issue), The 
book is Shakcspe(/I'e ((lid tire Politics 
PI'OIe3UIIII Ellg/alld , and Boy le's (;Ilk 
oll stratcd it is chock full of gl'Cfll 

ti on and ins ight abou t Eliza bethan Englanu 
in the 15908, the polit icn l und reli g ious 

moi l of that decade, and the key I'Dle Shake­
speare may have play ed i n w ri tin g about il 

all. 
In subsequcnt II.1 lks ill Roger 

Stritlll 311cr provided all updm c 0 11 his rc­
search into Edwa rd de Vcrc 's Gel/ eva 
Bib/e, BClI y SCMS repri sed hcr Confer­
cnce paper 0 11 tile Sonnets, illld Len Dem ing 
gavc ,1 talk bmwd on hi s papcr f rom the 
1993 Con fcl'Cncc on the log ical falia c ie, 

empl oyed by Stratfo nli(.1lls to defend thei !' 
positi ons, 

Lcn's paper is now o nlin e ns pan or 
the w illt cr 1996 El'er Reader, which 
the who le world Ciln enjoy hi s insightfu l 

and cnjoyab leca tHlogo r Sl l'<ufordi an mi s­
Hikes i ll logic and I'cilsoni llg, 

On Novcmbe r 5111 the fi rst I'cHdill g of 
Stephan ie Caruana's new piny SpearS/wker 

took place ill Ca mbridge . Th e play is " 
comi cal look at how SIUlksper and Oxfon.l 
Inay hnve mel , L<lst spr in g Charlcs Boy le 

and had es Vere hnd elltcl'lain ed guests 

at the annual Ox ford Banqu et by rcmlill £ 
from the play. 

A fu ll produ cti on is ex pec ted thi s 

spring, and the Boston cable <lCCCSS chan­
nel has asked totclpe it. Slcphanicasks that 
anyone interested in seeing til e script 01 

parti cipatin g (or inve stin g in) thi s work 

contact her at 617-524-722 1 . 
Gruce Cali of Shirle y MA has publ ished 

a book all Paul Tilli ch, the great theo lo­
gian, SllC waS II is secretary fOI' scvcn ycal's, 

M s, CHIi. ,1 rOl'l11crjolll'nalist and active 
member of the Slw kespc<lI'C Oxford Soc iw 

ety, has also wri tten for thc society's 
news letter. The winl cr 1994 issue calTicd 
her articl e th e cvi dcnce 1'0], 

Cuttyhunk in the Eli 7,abc lh Islands orf 
Cape Cod as the locate for T he Tempest. 

She is co nt inuin g her work on the lo­
ca le Bnd datin g or the p lay w hich many 

Stratl'OI'dians pcrsist inli ll king to Bermuda 
despit e 1.1 11 the ev idence to the contrary. 

Hcr ncw book , Pmtl TUlicll Fir ... , Nalld: 
A MeJ/loir oj fli e f!m 'VClrd Years, \Vas pub­
li shed by the Exp lora ti01l Press orill c Chi w 

cago Theolog ical Scminar y. 
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Minnesota 

Minneapolis Conference hairl110lIl 
George Anderson was in the audience ror 
Garrison Keillor' s "A Prairie Home CUIl1-
pnuion" broadcast Jamwry 271h .mel wrote 
olle of the audicllce notes that f(ci 1101' rcads 
0 11 the flir . What George wrote was :"To 
Mark : YOli were ri ghl . I agree. the Earl of 
Oxford wrote Shakcspc<lI"C. Will sec you 
HI the Shakcspl.!lll'C Oxford Co nference ill 
Minll eapoli s ill October," Keillor 
rend all the air wasjllsi "W ill sec you ... etc." 
Well , nice to hnvc the conference men­
tioned, 

Missoud 

In SI. Lou is. Pidge ex ton, a IJilrtici­
pillil ill the Teacher's Workshop at the 191h 
Ann ual Conference, is concerned thai ef­
forts COlltillll C ill keeping secondary school 
Icachers tip 10 dalc on the <luthOl'ship 
SliC. 

Pldgc LIS to pass 0 11 to Il1crllbcrs 
her proposal " to compile '-' teachcrs' guide 
lO dC1I1 with the fo llowillg plays: 1\.,. )lOll 

Like II , N(IIII/CI, MercJl(lII1 of \leI/ice, and 
711t! TemjJest. All me grcut illu st ration s of 
how an author presents thc history and 
tics timclls well as his own personal 
feclings and com.:cl'lls. Examination ol't hc 
lise of all usion and metaphor shows the 
dent how every piny cnn be understood 
<.Ind clljoycd. Each piny bui lds lIpon its 
dcccssor in brin ging the au thor to lifc." 

1\11 those intcrcsted in hclpin g devisc 
lesson plan s should get in touch wi th 
Pidgc. Shc CHn prov ide a basic ou tline of 
the play s' prin cipa l , int erco nnec tin g 
thcmes. which wil l help the student acquire 
II broad ul1Ch.:rst;;lI1dillg of the Oxfordian 
approach 10 Slwkespca rc: Mildr ed Sex­
tOil. 13 154 Grcc nbollgh Dri vc., SI. Loui s. 
MO 63 146. 

North Caro lina 

Edil h Duffy and Felix Vann enjoyed 
grcil t success inlh cir join t interview w ith a 
reporter (0 1' the Heraid -Sull or Durhnm in 
Novcmbcr. The newspapcr' rn ll a long 
tid c 0 11 the evidence for Oxford as the truc 
C1uthol'o f(h c works of hukcspcal'c. w ith a 
photo or the two, in color. 

Both socicty members werc quoted l ib­
erall y. Ms. DlIn'y. who has lived in Durhill11 
for 30 yeurs, olillil lCd the pHntll cls between 
Oxford's life and Homlcl. Dr. Vann. a re­
tired pli ),sician. said he was espccially ill ­
terested in Eli /abethan tim es rind the life 
ort he man Wll0 rcall y Wrotc the POClllS and 
plays. 

The society trustees cncourage mem­
bers to arrllnge intcrviews withth eil' local 
IlCWsp1.lpers, whic h are alwa ys looking for 

interestin g f'Clltlll'C stori e:>. "boll t intercst ing 
controversies. 

England 

Mark Rylance, 
tl nt i-Stratforcliu n w ho 

Oxford may 
have had a pari in the 
authorship o( the plays, 
has rcccil tly beetlll llmed 
the fir st arti stic di rector 
or Ihe new Globe Thc ­
Htcr in London , which 

will open fo r bll sin ess thi s SlIlllm er. 
Rylan cc wi ll ,c iCCI Ihe pla ys 10 be pel'­
fonlled, put together a 32- ll1cmber acting 
company lind oversee productions. 

D csc rib ed as t he tll ca tl'i c al 
cstabli shment's most j ealollsly gllHrded 
secrct. Rylanc c has mcsmcr izcd stage au­
dicll ccs w ith his in fllI/lll e l . 

!-fl''' ' ), V and Mil ch Ado Ahow NOiltill g 
In all in ter view w ith the Assoc iated 

Prcss RylHllce, 35. s;'lid n bit wi stfull y that 
in hi s very pllbli c position he hopes to be 
ablc to "p reserve a certa in anonym ity." 
Thcn . cO l1ll11enting 011 Shakespearc, hc 
SHiel: I'We know so littl e about him, Who­
ever wrote Shakespeare's plays, ulid J'1ll 
by no means sLirc who it was, olle thill g is 
certnln: he hi<l his own pcrso t1[Jlity," 

SCVC l'l.ti yca rs ngo. in Cambridge , 
Ma ssachLise tt s. Ry lance to ld Ri clwrd 
Whalen , SocielY truslee, nn cr i;1 

IllHn<.:C of' /-Iaw/tff , " Yes, I have Ox ford in 
mind when I ' III playi ng Hamlet, bu t the 
rector tc ll s YOll how Ihe play is 10 bc done." 

T he Globe promises 10 be a l ively place 
under Ry lance's direction. Writin g in 7(aler 
magazine in London, Harri et Lnnc COm­
mented: "Rylancc is H IlIHIl inlo vc with the 

Eli znbctlHln Age: hcj ugg lcs idcils about it s 
poetry, spiritllaJity and philosophy wi th the 

(elll/fillllt'll 011 24) 
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John Louther 
Reports 

Shak cNpCtll'C on Sesame Stn.'c t? 

... Bri ef note regardin g John Wood's 
day card 1'1'0111 Pnsndcna. John W advi ftcd 
that Johnny Price might l)hol1e me wi I!' n 
I1lndowli of Iwppcn ings rlI our Greens­
bol'O 1995 Annual Membcrship Meeting. 
Thank s 10 Ihe bOlh or yo u. As MI'. Wood 
SUl'mised, MI'. Price ob liged ... 

And the New Year's greeting frolll Caro l 
Sue Li pman include s her change-o r-ad­
dress notili cation. Shc's :>.elllili g ill Ol'cgon. 
not far from Ash l und 's ce lcbrat ed 
ShHkcspclll'c 

", When you next l11l!et Chtll'lcs Burford 
Ict },jlll bring lip <lily discussion ofl he mini ­
cri sis co tlll ected with hi s el j(/II1i1le:'" 
mils-New Ycnr visit to Francc and Ellgland 
- wouldn ' t gUl1I'nlitee he' d cnjoy rcvisi t­
ing the day Il is visH SltliU N nceded 
tat ion. All of whic h reminds me to remind 
YOll that loenl coll cges tlml li brl.1l'ics Ore 
good I"'ospecis for bookin g Charles. I f 
thcre is such intcrest. merely con tact his 
new agellt. Forum I\sNoc i fltcs 
8000) 

... Now about Shakespeare and Sesmne 
Strcet. subjects of an item in volving Patrick 
Stewart . cnst membcr of the recent Easl 
Coast production of The Temp esf (lnd 
forlll c!' rcgular o f "S tar Trek." A story all 

CNN -TV news in January reporled Mr. 
Stewart 's continuin g dedication to his vi­
sion of' makin g the Bard filII and int erest­
ing 1'01' young people, The 
cu m-Trckkie is co nv in ccd that Sesame 
Street's ca lculatcd/cHsllal style or educi1t­
ing is fill excell enl way to in troduce juve­
niles to Shakespcitre. A s nn cxampi e for 
CNN's CHlllem. Mr. Slewart - dist incti vely 
costumed as Haml cl- is show n Il1cdilat · 
ing a six-inch woodell , ca pital second-Iet­
IeI' or Ihe alphabel. He is holdin g Ihe prop 
in his len hund und a few inches from his 
face. Whil e Mr. Stcwart' s ilit OIlHli o li is 
grand, theatr icul, hc ex pcrtl y inserts a 
I'ul feelin g in deli verin g his wkco(r on thc 

qucry, " Is it n B, or not a ll ?" 

(CmOil/llefl Oil 24) 
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Authorship Down Under: Pat Buckridge launches 
one man publicity campaign in Australia 

The case ror Ox ford has been gelling 
some rrcsh exposure ill A ustralia over the 
Inst three 111011[hs. In the ri rst weekend or 
November I gave fl prcscllImi oll on the 
'Shakespeare <-luthorship dcbme' as the last 
in a monthly series of public lectures at the 
State Museulll ill Brisbane. Queensland. 
The PR people at Griffith Uni versity, 
where I work. were very coopc rmivc, ,lnd 
did a 10\ or all around the 
cOlllllry, which generated tlbout fifteen ra­
dio int erv iews in the week or sO before the 
event. and half !Iwt number HrtCI' il. There 
was also some coverage (some of doubtful 
qmllity) ill the print medicI. 

In the interviews, HII of which were 
Hbout seven minut es maxi mum , [ tried to 

shir l out wi th the size of lShukc-speurc's' 
vocabu lnry compared with o thers'. Some 
have since rai sed questions about the val id­

i ty of this mcnsurc, but it' s at least ull 

effect ive attcntion-grabber. and it 's casy to 

move f rOI11 thai 10 SIUlkspcrc's lack o f for-
111<11 educat ion. and thell ce to the k inds of 
cultural knowled ge the plays co ntain Ihat 

Siulk sperc coul d never h<lvc iJcqui red. I ' d 
Ihcn say who Ox rord W<lS in a sentence or 
so, I11cnli ol1lhccon tcmporary refercnces to 

his writing Hnd the possib le provenance of 
the pseudonYI11 (thot seel11ed to be de­
manded), and try to describe as many lifc­
and-wo rd pam llc ls as the remainin g lim e 

all owe d. The ones that seemed to work best 
under these cons tra int s were the Canopy 
sonnet ( 125), Polonius and Burghley, and 
the Gad'h ill ' holdup' rrol11 I Hell!'y fII . 

The lecture aliract",1 150 people, 1110re 
than twi ce as many as for Ihe previou s 
lectu res in the series, and the recepti on was 

very favorable. I used live color slides (the 
(wo o f Oxfo rd, and oll e cnch or Eli zabeth , 
Southmnpton and An n and 

about that many ove rheud proje ctions. 
(The Droeshollt engrav ing great fol' 
comic relief). 

I spoke for abolll .1I1 hOlIl', covc rin g all 

by 1)l'Of'cssOt' Pllt Buci<ridge 
G "iflith Univ c"s ity 

the poi nts mude in the interv iews but wi th 
dilTcrell t ciliph uscs. spcnding a good twenty 
mi nutes or so 0 11 whether Shakspere did 
writ e the works. Cl ild w hether he cortld 
/WI'(, wl'itten thcm, berorc movin g 0 11 (w i th 
n bl,,·st of gold, cOllrtesy or the Welbeck 
portrait) to Dc Vcrc's life Hild qualilic;J­
tions, 

Here I spent more time, proport ionall y, 

on the lire-and-work pamllels, and the 
feedback indica ted that pcrhaps I shou ld 
try to spend cven morc in rUlUre. I ta lked 

a bOlitA I/ 's IVel/, /lolll eo (/Ild./ "Ii e" O,llel/o 
lind the j ealo ll s Illisband tll CIllC gcnerally , 
in addit ion to thosc l11cllti oned above, I also 

tri ed to outli nc a writin g scenari o for pro ­
gressi ve add iti ons to p lays ill response to 
chunging politi cal events and cnvil'Ou­
mellt s over many years. usingTwelfl h Nighl 
IUld The Merc:/wllf oj Venice as Illy cx­
ampl es. T his l11ay have been a li lli e ambi ­

tious, but it can be done surprisingly sim­
ply, I found, and it 's [l use l'ul WHy of show ­
ing how De Verc Illi g/If h(ll le worked as a 

practical drama tist . 
Finally, thanks to John Rollell 's gener­

osi ty. I was able to close w ith a v isual nnd 
int ell ectual 'coup de grace' I by presenting 
his brilli ant decrypt ingof thc Dedicati on to 

the Sonnets. II had them gasping! 
The questions wenl for II full hOllr , (lnd 

could well have gOlle longer ; pcople were 
rCHl1y very interested. It was a nOll-special ist. 

largely nOIl-acadcmic audie ncc. but il did 
inc lude a spr in k lin g of undergraduat es. 
Mun yoft he qucsl ions were si Illpl y requests 
for furthe r informati oll , easily answered. 

Some. of course, were nbout why the 

pcop le responsible bothered to orchestrate 
thecOIlCCall11ellt - a big quest ion. but I had 
nil answer prctty thoroug hly prepared in 

tcnlls of politi cal risks and social prop ri ­
cti es. wit h 110 need 1'01' theories abollt 
Southnmpt oll's secret parentage, 

Olhers were seeking a dcfi nite scenm io 
for how the swit ch was 111f1 l1aged. when, 

iJnd by whom. It 's not easy to strik e the 
ri ght b,lInllcc on thi s. 1)0 YOll Oll tlin e tile 
secnnri o thl1t seems most li ke ly \() yOll at 

the tim e. thereby selt ing lip II f ree target for 
the orthodoxy to shoot at? Or do you ri sk 
lookin g defcnsi ve by SHying there arc sev­

eral possibi lit ies; why should we commit 
ourse lves to anyo ne ill partic ular? 

In this instance I erred i n the fonner 

direc tion. which wns fin e bec:tllsc there 
were no acadcmic Strmfordi ans there to 

pounce on mc anywclY - the one di sap­
pointin g fcatureo f the event 1IS far as I was 
co ncerned. I ' Ill hopin g I enn fl ush a fcwor 
them out or their bUIT OWS Intcr this year or 
nex t. by gellin g myself in vited to spe,lk in 
some of the uni vc rsity Engli sh depart­

mcnts al'Ound the country. 
The other quest ion th at ClI lll e lip - i t 

Docs it rea ll y matler? I 
nskcd and [lnswcl'cd it my scl t' in the lecture, 
but it was asked again anyway, [IS i t was in 
neal'iyevcry intervi ew I d id. 

My stnndal'd answer was that i t muliers 
because it g ives the works of Shakespc;tre 
a bel icva ble hll illun bein g as their auth or ­

but I did n' t rcel it was quit e enoug h. 
One fi nal thin g: I am hop ing to allcnd a 

confere nce in Syd ney orgn ni zcci by the 
Au strali an and New Zea land Shnkespeare 
Associa tioll in the h.lst weck o f Jallu :try. 
Judging by the prog ram (w hi ch includes 
some em inent scholilr s, notabl y R. A. 
Foakes and Bern ice KIi Il1::1Il) it w ill be :1 

hostil e ell vironill ent for intcr­

vcnti oll s. but my hope would be to gel 
sOme k ind of agreement fro m the A sso­

ci ation 10 prov idc space il t future confer­
ences ei lher 1'01' authorshi p debate pro per 

or. more lIserully perh:lps. fo r literary :llld 
dramati c or the wo rks on 

1l01l-Strutrorclian prcln iscs. 
Th ere shou ld , the very leasl , be 

somcsOrl o f recogniti on that there is a 

issli e here. 



Shakespeare Oxford New sletter 

Shal(espCllre, A Life in Drllmll 
(Nort on, t995) by Stanley Well s 

SIUlkespea re , the King 's I'laywt'ight: 
Theater in the Stuart COIll't, 1603-
1613 (Yale, 1995) by Al vin Kernan 

Vice Versa: Bisexuality and the Emt i­
cism of Everyday Life 
(S imon & Schuster, 1995) by Marj orie 

Garber 

by Richard F, W halen 

Wells sees the same old stOl')' 

Professor Stanl ey Well s is one o f the 
half dozen 1110S 1 important scholars of the 
Shakespeare establishment. !-Ie is general 
cd i toro f I he complete works or Shakespeare 
frolll Ox ford Uni vcrsity Press. He has wri t­
tell num erous books and arti c les on 
Shakespeare. He is di rec tor of Ihe 
Shnkespcmc Insl i llit e o f the Uni versity of 
l3inninghalll . He appears I'cgu lal'ly on tele­
vision and radio , Illost recentl y in an NPR 

debate with Charles Vcre. Lord Burford. 
So. what docs Professor Well s think 

these days of the authorship controver sy? 

A pp rop ri a te l y enough. " Who i s 
Shakespeare?" is the first chapter of his 
latest book, Shakes peare. (/ i" Drallw 
(Norton, 1995) . 

Wells's unswer: HJ do believe tiwi the 
author Wi.l !; Wi lli am Shakespeare o f SlnH­

ford -upon-A von; und I think Ihal Httempt s 
to di spro ve thi s nrc usuall y the result o f 
snObbery - rcluctancc lobe lievc thal works 

of geniu s Ci.1Il be produ ced by a persoll o f 
relati vely humbl e birth or by one w ho did 

not enjoy a university cducali on." 
Wells "believes" tw ice in a single long 

sentence of beli ef . Then foll ows the USUttl 
Si ratfordian biography. Nothing new. For 
li nks between Ihe Stnu ford 111nn and Ihe 

work s or Shakespeare. Well s relics on ju st 
Ihree pieces of contemporary ev idence: the 
bequests (0 Helll ingc. Burbage and Co ndel! 

in the wi ll (but .. lUest to nothin g 
about him as w rit er , only as :J theater 

Book Reviews: 

personuge): the Stratford mOIlUlll ent i n­
scripti on (bll t thi s is ambiguous and cryp­
tic); and "s weet swnn of /\ von " inlh e First 

Folio (but this too is slight Hlld amb iguou s 
evidence). Well s li sts only these three; he 
does not elnbor atc. Aft er two scmi-bio ­
gnlphi c.tI chapters the rest o f til e book 
provid cs the usual int erpr ctat ions o f the 
poems and plays. 

Kerna n Sees a Sycop hant 

For A lvi n Kern an, Shakespeare was tl 

"p:urona ge playwright" writin g to advance 
his career by sa tisfying a rich patron, King 
Jallles. In his new book , Sltake.\'peare, the 
King's Playwright: l1lellter i1/ the StliOrl 
COllrl, /603- /613 (Ya le, 1995) , Kernan 
concludes tlim "a ppropriHl c ly fo r his infe­

ri or social bnckground, the poet is deferen­
tial , modest about his art. and self-deprecat­
ing." Thi s in 'iecurc syco phant hard ly re­

sembles the Shakespeare thHt most people 
find in the poems and ploy s. 

Kernan, a fOrln cr pro lesso r at Yale nnd 
Princeton, resorts to the usual Stratfordian 
device of usin g snippets of quotes fro m 

Sha kes pc Cl l'c to supp o rt hi s v iew. 
Shakespeare, for cx mnp lc, feels limit ed in 
hi s "dcsiri ng this man's art and 
that man 's scope". (Docs he reall y believe 
this?) 

G iven his prem ise of Shakespcmc as a 

coun-playwright, Kernan comes peril ­
otlsly close to dcscribill g Shakespearc HS H 
cOllrti cr ·playw righl. Slmkcspeill'c knew, 

he writ es, that Kin g James's COUl'l wou ld 
have " i nevitably recognized them (the 

plays) not only as cntcrtainm ent but as 
comment s Oil the politi cal and social con­
cerns of the moment. Even i fhe luuJ wis hed 

to tlVoid poli li cs, Shakespeare was forced 
10 become a politi cal playw ri ght w ill y ­
nilly. by vi rtue of court perfo rm:1nces." 

How the Strat ford man did this is not ex ­
plain ed, 

Kernan inev itabl y tell s the reader much 
more i.lbou t the Stuan court than about 
Shakespeare. Air y conjectu re fi ll s the bi o­

graphi cn l void. I-Ie then mll st convince 
him sel f that " Shakespcare was 110 t an 
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autobiographi cal w rit er, nOlal least i n any 

simple . dircc t sense. Anything but. He re­
main s, i n fact. the most anony mou s ofOllr 
grcCII writcr s -- we seem to gl illlp se on ly the 

back of l1is hend j ust liS he slip s arOLind the 
com er." KCI'IlHIl, of course, wus foll ow ing 
the wro ng Ilml1 . The 230 page book does 
notm cntion the ri ght man, Edward de Vere, 

the 17th carl of Oxford , a courti er perfectly 
plilced 10 write Ihe po liti cal plays thm Kernnn 

so admires. 

Gn .. bcl' Sees a Bisexual 

Pro fessor Maljori c Garber. a lectu rer on 
Shakespeare at Harvard, has been circlin g 

around tlie autho rship issue for years in hcr 
book s and Op Ed articles. Her latest book 
is Vice Versa: /Jis(!x/folit y olld fli e Eroti ­
cism of Everyday Life (Si mon & Schuster, 
1995), and in chapter 22 she identifi es 
Shakcspc .1I'c as bi sexual. The Sonnets. she 
writ es. obvio ll sly "desc ribe i l bisexual 
:Ingle," She Inakes no co mmenl, howev er, 

on the b iography orth e Stratford man. Nor 
is there tiny mention o f Oxford' s known 
sexual preferences, although she's well 

aware that he is the lead ing candidat e for 
authorship of Shakespeare's work s, 

Most of the chapter rev iews the struggle 

that Shakespeare scholars have had for 
centur ies decodin g the Sonnets tryi ng 
to decide if Shakespeare was homosexual. 

Garbcr traces the stru gg le back to Edmund 
M alone ill the late 18th cClllm y and fi nds 
that it continues today. Neverthe less, she 
provi des good bi sex ua l co mpany for 
Shakespeare, ranging anlon g men from 

Juliu s CtlCSar to Leonard Bernstcill by way 
of Michelangelo, John Ma ynard 
and Co le PoneI', 

Shc doesn' t ment ion Abrahnll1 L incoln , 
but the New York Tim es ( 1011195) sur­

veyed professors ponderi ng whe ther L in­
co ln WHS bisexual becillise he shHred a bed 
fo r 3 112 years wi th a In31e frie nd befor e he 
marri ed M ary Ann Todd. Bisexuality, i t 
seems. is no impediment to lit erary Or po­
liti cal achievcmcn t. 
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From the Editor: 

Welcome to the first issue of the 
speare Oxfo rd News letter. As many of yoll 
may have already learned by now, Ihc l'c 
have been some major changes in the 
,'hake spcarc Oxford Society in the Insl six 
mOlllhs. Richard Whalen decided to step 
down as President! and upon his recom­
mendation, the Board of Trustees unani­
mOllsly selectcd Charles Vcrc as the new 
Society President. 

The Board also, in responding LO rcc­
ollllllelld ,lIio llS fro m the. Publicat ions Com­
mittee , appro ved majOl' changes in how Ihe 
Society's newsletter is ptlbli shcd, willl mHny 
rcsponsibi liti es shi ftill g to an edit oria l board 
i ll BOSIOI), The new edil ori al bOiLrd mCI Will i 
Morse J hnson in l<lIe October, and at the 
conclu sion of this meetin g it was agreed by 
"II Ihat Ihe new,le llcr would be publi ' hcd 
out or Boston, 

We should i111 j oin wi lh Chadi an Og­
burn (see leHers page) in salu ting 
1'01' all he has done in cdilin g and pub li sh­
ing the newsletter for 13 ycars, His tcnure 
spans from the days beforc pub li cHtion of 

harlton Ogbul'll 's The Myslerioffs INil/iam 

Slwk espea,.p into Ihe Infonna li onllnl CI'l1CI 
Age of the 90 's. Since the news letter has 
played such l.l key ro le ill keeping the 
Oxfordi:ln cali se before the publi c all these 
years, the va lli e or Morse's cffo rts is, silll­
ply, incalculable. There is much impor­
tant informa l ion ill these p:lsl issues, and 
an illd cx of <II I pasl ncwslel teJ's will be lllcide 

to members Inter thi s year, 
Qur newsletter, as we hope thi s fir st is­

sue shows, will be dedicated mll ch more to 
news o f the all thorship debate .. Inel the 
people in vo lved in .it. A new Sol.:icty pub­
lica tion , The will <lppCill' in Fall 
1996, :Ind wi ll be the venue 1'0], the lengthier 
scholarly articl es that the old news letter 
tried t() includ e ill each isslie tl long with 
news. A nd there is nOw the Intcrnet, w ith 
thc Society's Home Page and the online 
EveJ' Nem/er magazine avai lable as oUllets 
/"01' publi shin g new rcsearch somc or 
[he besl of past Ox fordian scholarship , sc­
lected from SOS Ilcws lc tlCI'S und the othel' 
older Oxfordian such as the 

FeflOlvship Quane,.fy. 

There is also one olher key concel'll 
lhal we know m:lny of Ollr present Socie ty 

h:tve, llnd wl1ich we must address 
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lip front. Thi s is lh e: mall er of how we, as 
Oxfordians, proceed with our cam pnign to 
establi sh Edward de Vere 3S the truc (l ll ­
thor o f the Shakespeare and the 
rol e of Olll' publi cations in th is campaign. 
Just ns the di visions between Oxfordia ns 
and Stratf ordian s arc quit e deep and quit e 
cmoti onal, so there are iss lies wil hin the 
Oxfo rdian movemcnt Ih ':lt arc equal ly deep 
and equall y emo tional, 

By thi s, o f course, we mean Ihe taboo 
issues that ;Ire call ed to millet by words slich 
as "co nspiracy", or "bisexua l/ho lllosexwl' '', 
or " in cesl", or finall y, the most vex ing is­

sue of nil, "s uccessioll to the thron c of En­
gland". Durin g the pasI 75 years ofrc sc;.lI'ch 

and writin g about the Shakcspeare author­
ship , different COlllll1cntHlOrS have COII­
eluded that the :tulho rshil ) situtllion is bound 
up in some, or cven all , or the above, Such 
speculation ooes not sit well w ith everyone, 
howcvc r, ami (qui le ri ghtl y, we be­
li eve) to healthy dcbate over how oll r ef­
fort s should proceed in publi c, 

In futur c i ssues we wi ll present some 
of the hi story o j' the Oxfo rd movemcnt, 
and di scuss how we proceed from here, 
wit h part icular emphas is on how to stri ke 
a balance between open-ended debatc and 
responsibl e publi c advo cacy o f the Ox ­
fordi<lll posit ion. 

Cenainl y, it wi ll be thc poli cy of' this 
newsle ttcr neither to pro sely ti ze 110r to 
censor all Y one point of v iew. The.se vari ­
OliS theori es about "the rest of lhe stor y" 
have been on the record 1'01' years, anel 
wi ll COJllilll1e to be. We believe ,III Oxfo rd­
ians shou ld unit e behind what weda agrce 
on, simpl y Ih,1I Stl"(l tl11<1n is l10tth e man, ilnd 
Edward de Vere is. And as for the differ­
ing Ihcori es that docxis l , who aillon g li S is 
ready 10 say " I kl101I1 what happened 400 
years ago"? 

Finally. we encourage all OUl' members 
toscnd illlllnlc r ial :lbulit the Oxford move­
Inenl as news, alld about their own invol ve­
ment in it. A ll of us havc in common a 1110 -

ment in Ollr li ves WhCl1 we fi rsl cncoul1lcrcd 
the Ox ford answer [0 the Shakespeare 
question , and when cach of LI S Ill oved be­
yond the cli ched respoll sCS of ridi cLl le, ami 
camc 10 scc the plain, ye l incredibl c tru th: 

Hamlet's the author. 
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Letters: 
To M s. Florell ce Shepp"rd 
(Copy ' uppli ed 10 Ihe editor by 
M r. Ogburn) 

You IIUlY imagine how touched and 

grntil1ed I was upon reading your revi ew 
or T/ti,\' Sill/' of Bugllllld by my parents, 
Doroth y and Chnrlt on Ogburn, in the au­

tumn 1995 i,.;sue or the newslclI cr - i.I 

stellar isslIe. surely , ilnd a filt ing w in dup to 
Morse olll sUlndillg servicc as 
editor or the ncws lettc r, wh ich has left LIS 

ali deeply ill hi s debt. 
I onl y wisl1 my 1110tl1er ,1 11(.1 fath cr could 

havc known that four dccadcs after it s 

init ial public ,lIion , their book wou ld be 
hail cd as "S till a gold mincorinfo nnali on" 

or which the reviewc r wou ld writ e that " I t 

was throu gh this book tlUH Shakespeare 
Ox ford emergcd int o the I ight <IS an autll cl1 -
tic human personal ity whom I fcell know 

as I know ot hcr great writ crs", 

Charltoll Ogburn . .I1'. 
Beaufort . S 
December 17. 1995 

T o Ihe Edi lor: 

I agrcc wit h Dia na Pricc's analysis of 
thc Crow n S iglltltUI'CHS far as it gocs (SUIl1-
mer 1995 ncws lcll cr), The sma ll dotted 

crow n is rcnll y a coro llet for hi s titl e as 17 th 

Earl o f Ox ford, the scven slashes added to 

n len reprcsented by the bottom Ii ne of this 
elnbora tc, d istin cti ve dev ice, 

!-lowe vcr, if empl oyed only 10 leli hi s 
persollal correspo nden ts what the w ho le 

world already knew -- " l'l11lhe 171h Earl of 
Oxrord!" -- I rind it all <l lill ie sad ri nd 

fatuous, olle-eli rncll sio1lal, obvio us, lackin g 
in wit - in 11 word, unpoetic, 

But when 1 stand back tht.! who le signa­
ture looks like one big CI'OWIl , T hen I see a 
doublc meaning, f.I v isual pUll , <.Inc! Ox ford 
is Slwkes peare again, 

Charles J3 0y le 
Somc rvi lle, Muss, 

January 20. 1996 

The rowll SignHllll'c 

tn lheSJltlk("\l't'(lt(' Nt'U',\'/l'Ilcrar e incllllt eiJ in 111l'I1lbcrship Liu('" in Ihe 
Shukcspl,.':U'c Ox forti Sociely, which nrc $:\5 ilYCrlr, l.ll' $50:1 YL'ur 101'11 Mlsl;lini llg IIIClllbcH.hip, 
Duc'\ un.' $15 a yt!UI I'nr slUtk nts and tcm:hcrs, Dw.:!'! ulI(l H!ljILl'MS hw IHelnherslup should be 
senl ln: 

Slmkc!>pl!nre oxrorLl SOl' it.!ty 
1',0 . Box 261 

Sonll'lvillL', MA 0214:\ 
Phollc: t(1 7)628-.1411 

Pllolldl 'ax: ((1 17 )6,:!S-..J2:'iR 

The ncwsh.:llcr mlid es, C(JllIlilclltm y, huok Icue l'" and m:ws 
item", CUll tri blltions shuuld be wlldsc illld, whl'11 approprillil', va lid,III,'LI by 
peel review, Thl.' views expressed by cOlitrillllhlrs tlo nOlll ccl;!Isarily Ihose ol lhe 
Sol'iely u .. u litcrnry :111(1 educatiolla l orguni/atiul1, 

The pill puse uribe OK ford Society is 10 cswhlilih PtJwul'd dc Vl!rc, 171h E:lrl or 
Ox ford (J 550- J us 111l! tnl l' aUlhnr nf the Shaj.,cspcilrc works, 10 l' llcourngc U Il lgh level 
or I'l'holnl'ly I\;senn.:h and publi c'-Itioll, nnd In foster un cnhnnccd IIppl'ceilllioli ,lIld I.mjoYl1lcI11 
or thl' P(ll' IIIS and 
Tilt: Sock'lY wa:o. rOUlldl'd :lIld incorponlll!d in 1')57 ill thlJ Stllte ot New YOI" lind was 
dWl'lercd LInder thl' l1lernbcrship corporation hl\vs ollhu l stille as 1\ 1I01l-Pl'llril. cduc;miolJ:'11 
OI',gHni /ulio n, 
Dues, grll lli /> ;Iud ccmtrihlli iolls are to the hy luw, 
IRS No. 11-6105314; Nell' y" ,.k07182 
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Tlle/vllolPi llg lelfer was ,\'CIII f() 1I1l' 
New York Tilll(!,\' Oil )Ollll(/I' Y 191h. 

Editor 
Ncw YOI'k Tim es 

W i lIinm Honan's arti c le on thcF' lIlI l'I'al 

BIeRY for William Peter rcmind s mc of il 

say ing of Di s me Ii 's Ihat those who li kc l his 

sort of thin g wi llli ket hissort o fthin g, What 
ort hodoK Sl1akcspcroli cians - to borrow 
an appJ'oprialc tcrm from Pro fessor Gary 
Tuylor - likc abollt Foster 's £1('1-:Y is thc 

elme 16 12. Since Ihe Earl of Ox ford died in 
1604. lil eElecy' llla sl suppl ies Ihem wi lh a 
chronolo gica l blockbustcr to put dow n the 

I f it wcre true thHith c author 

o f thcElegywcre ,ll so the Hu thor of"S hake­
Speare's Sonllets" - the latest or which 
speak of the author's in1minc llt death in the 

Sprillg of 1603 (sollnel 107) - lhcll Profes­
sor Foster ilnd his coll eagues wou ld be 
ITI::lking::l Il1mcrial cont l'ibuti OIl 10 the au­
thorship contl'Ovcrsy. 

As it is, Foslcr 's "d iscovery" 
mcrcly suggests that thc ol'lhodox post-
1604 dntingofp lays stich asLear, Mm:belll 
or thc Tell/pest is fnr less secure than mig ht 

havc been supposed, Ill1lu SI be bol stered 
wi th new ev idcnce, Furthermore , til e rush 

to confirm Foster' s conclusion w ith the 

50l1S or lid I/Oe re;Jsoning cm ployed by 

R ichard Abram s - or worse !-itil l, T homas 
Pendleton 'sasloni shingstlspc nsion or cri ti­
cal faculties in praising Fostcr 's methodol ­
ogy as amounts more to 

criti cism of the dubious lit crary Instc 
Ill cthOtlological confusion of sOlne scholars 
lh ;m it docs 10 a serious contrihutio n 10 
human know lcdgl,; worth y of your rcaders' 
co nsideration , tln t;] goil isl 

A lcxa nder Popc, rI far bcttc r writ er Ihalllh c 
author of Elegy, and H far more 
astute cr iti c than most Shakc spcro ti c inll s. 

o f fcred some relevant Hdvicc in hi s Essay 
Oil Criticism: 

A {illle /t'(t l'llillg is a dang'roll s Thing; 
Drink deep, or HISle 1101 the Peir ian Spring: 
Wherc l'liolfow Omughrs il1tox iclIlc Ille BI';ain, 
And drinkin g largely us agHili, 

Roger St ri tmatlcr 
Nort hampto n, Ma ss, 

January 19. 1996 
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l.ma/wr (elll lfil/llcr{ .from /}(IMC' 19) 

... A nother morsel co ncernin g I-hun let. In 

the preface to her 1975 second editi on 01"; \ 
/-llIIul redr/i S/IIlf/l'ie Flo\L!J'es Ruth Loyd 
Mi ll er 's page 7 footnote reminds li S of 
ju ::; \ olle or the tl1U II it udin OllS, striki ng par­
allels ill com paring the biogruphic and ar­
ti sti c ev id ences o f th e pen- name d 
"Sh(lk cspcmc" w ith those or the 171h Earl 
o r Ox rord . " Four high ly acc redit ed 
Shakcspcnl'can editor s agree lh:1l thcsolll'cc 
from which the aUlhor or I-Iamici drew 111-

spirHlion for practica ll y the whole mood and 
much uf the metaphori ca l trc(Hmcnl of Ihe 
fmllolls so liloqu y 'To be or 1101 10 be', was 
C(lIIdWIfIS COII/forf e i Iltr oduced i 1110 En­

gland by ... 1 Lord 1 Oxford" 

O,\1;Jrr!ifll) Ne lL'S (Co li/iII/ it'd Ji'Olll /mgt' 19) 

sort Or enthusiasm reserved rol' superi or 
Engli sh tcachers 0 1' lun atics at the back of 
the bus." 

"As rol' the practica lit ics, he seems sure 
that Globe Hudicnccs will put up with thc 
absence or a roo f or seal lmcks, and 
mnused by the idea of thcm gettin g inlo 
thc Eli zabethan swin g and peltin g the stage 
wi th cabbages or rotten tom(ttoes. 'I thi nk 
that would be quit e a 101 of fun,' he muses, 
'I may have to encourage them by thro w ing 
things at them fir st, ju sl in CHSC they're " bit 
shy, And that way, we can contro l wha t 
gets thrown back. A pUJ11pkin might be 
rather unrOrtunatc,'" 

Shakespeare Oxford 
Newsletter 
P. O. Box 263 
Somerville MA 02143 

Ills ide Ihis issue: 

FIII)eml Elegy: pages 1,2 alld 12 

Elegy COllference (eill/fill/WI I from 2) 

subsequent marri age to a di f ferellt woman. 
Professor Stephen Booth o f UC Ber­

keley wtlS the rinal schedul ed spe'lker. He 
said that he was somew hat surpl'i sc(IIO be a 
speaker , since he had not becn in volved in 
previo us Shakespeare attr ibuti on W(1rs on 
other work s such as "S hal l I Fly ". Booth 
indicatcd that Fill/ emf Elegy was H 
PO!;I11 , and he di dn ' t CHre who wrOle it. 

Despit e thi ..... at one poinl he did S,lY 
tlwt Elesy lVas " probab ly" by Shakespeare. 
Booth took issue with the Ti/ll es Urf l'lll' y 
Stlpp/ ew clIl articlc by Stan Icy Well s in 
which Wcll s at tcmpts to discredit the attri ­
bution of Fill/em / Elegy to Shakcspcnre, 
Rcgardin g Engle's theory thl1l the re rer­
ence to " nin e of years ,., in his bed" (lin es 
51 I and 5 12) rcrers to a mistress, Bou th 
said he fclt the poem 's subsequent refer­
ence 10 "Th e ChHSIC cmbm cemCIlIS or can­
j ugal love" (l inc5!5) I11l1St rercr LO a legal 
wife. and therefore Booth rej ected Engle' s 
mistress theory, 

A n additio lUlI problem, Booth Slal e$, is 
llml F/Il teml Elegy's <luthor refers to hi s 
OWI1 youth (Iill e 559); however the histori ­
cal W i l liam Imkespe<lreo r trnlr ord-on­
Avon was 48 years o ld in 16 12 wilen Peter 
died and FIII/ emi Elegy ViUS publi shed. 
Booth ended by encouraging his li steners 
" not to push racts around" regarding til e 
poem's quality , but 10 " li ve w ith the tli -

191h Allllllol Call/"erellee Reporl: pages 4 allel 5 
Peli,ioll 011 'he A",horship Debate: page 15 
Slwkespeare-O,rford on Ihe IlI lemel: pages 16 and 17 

O.r/"rdia" Neil'S: pages 18 alld 19 

Shakespeare Ox fo rd News lellcr 

lemma that Shakcspearc wro te 11 bad 
poem. " 

During the qllestioll and ,l ll swersessioll 
which followed the presentati on, Wal 't! 
Elliott ruse rrolll the aud ience Hnd intro ­
duced him sel fmi<l politi cul sc ientis t and lhe 
advisor to the computer proj ect Oil the 
Shakespeare authorship HI Claremunt 
McKellna Co! lege in Cali fomi a, Th is is tile 
proj ect that recei ved muc h publi c ity abollt 
5 years ago wi th it s riudillg thall/ ollea f' the 
c lai mants in the author shi p debate co uld 
poss ibly be the author, He nlsoco mmcnt cd 
that DOll Foster has been the C li/rcmont 
proj ect's advi sor ,Ind mentor , il nd Ihilt they 
had lurn ed to Foster regurding whic h of 
Shnke'penre', pl ays should beeo nsidet'Cd 
a "co ,.e play" (i.e. one trul y by Shake­
SP CflI'C), 

Howcve r, whc n Elli ott i'ul'lhcl' stated 
that theC lm'emonl Co ll cgeco mputer tests 
indi cated thill Shnkespeare was 1101 the 
:.luthol'ol' P/f//era! Elegy , Fostcr responded 
thm it Wil S necessary to " fir st get tests thn! 
work," 

T he questi on alld answer session then 
moved 0 11 , and thi s di screpancy betweell 
the cO mplll CI' textunl nnnlys is of Pro f. 
Elli oll and Prof. FOSler wns le ft u"re­
sol ved. 
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