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From the Editor—Research Breakthroughs

A series of scholarly discoveries are currently advancing the Oxford-
ian hypothesis with academics, theater professionals and Shakespeare
aficionados. This issue publishes several new breakthroughs regard-
ing Shakspere’s six signatures, the dedication to the Sonnets, and
whether the Earl of Oxford translated Boccaccio’s The Decameron
into English, among others.

Additional Evidence for Edward de Vere’s Authorship of
Shakespeare’s Troilus & Cressida
by Michael Hyde

The author contributes new evidence that complements existing
scholarship on the authorship of this complex drama—this includes
Elizabethan theater productions, medieval manuscripts of Chaucer’s
magnum opus, The Canterbury Tales, and Oxford’s use of the family
motto in Troilus and Cressida.

Is Lord Prospero Visconti of Milan the Model for Lord Prospero
of The Tempest?
by Katherine Chiljan

Which historical figure served as the real-life model for the character
of Lord Prospero? Historian Frances Yates thought Dr. John Dee
was the primary one, but Katherine Chiljan demonstrates that the
Renaissance Italian politician Prospero Visconti was the main source
for Shakespeare’s portrayal of the magus in The Tempest.

“Commit my Body to your Mercies”: The Production of the
First Folio Reconsidered
by Gabriel Ready

Ready performs an in-depth examination of the theory that the key
impetus for the publication of the First Folio was the political crisis
attendant on the Spanish Match policy of King James. The author
shows how the practice of printing in Jacobean England and the
intricacies of domestic and foreign politics call for a reappraisal of
that hypothesis.
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Did the 17th Earl of Oxford Serve on Queen Elizabeth’s
Privy Council? (1603 Privy Council letter)
by Gary Goldstein

Documentary evidence from the archives of the Folger Shake-
speare Library proves conclusively that Edward de Vere, 17th Earl
of Oxford, did indeed serve on Queen Elizabeth I's Privy Council.

The Slippery Slope of Shakspere’s “Signatures”
by Matt Hutchinson

This comprehensive monograph provides compelling evidence
based on paleography and contemporary legal practice that the
six signatures attributed to William Shakspere of Stratford on
Avon were actually written by law clerks.

TO. THE. ONLIE. BEGETTER. Making Sense of the
Dedication

by Ramon Jiménez

Historian Ramon Jimenez makes the case that the dedication to
Shakespeare’s Sonnets does not contain cryptograms requiring
decoding but is the work of its publisher, Thomas Thorpe, whose
dedications in other books he printed are similar in rhetoric

and typographic design. According to Jimenez, the dedication is
addressed to fellow stationer William Hall and, further, Oxford
had nothing to do with the dedication in any way.

The Strange Case of “Mr. W. H.”: How we know the dedi-
cation to Shakespeare’s Sonnets is a cryptogram, and what
it reveals

by John Shahan

The author expands upon the 1997 article by Dr. John Rollett,
who first proposed that the dedication to the Sonnets contains two
ciphers that point to Edward de Vere as the author of the Son-
nets and the 3rd Earl of Southampton as the dedicatee. Several
inadequacies in Rollett’s case are augmented by new discoveries
derived from contemporary history and the fields of math and

cryptography.
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Did Edward de Vere Translate Boccaccio’s Decameron into
English, Published in 1620?
by Richard Waugaman

A comparative study of philology of the first English translation of
The Decameron published in 1620 with Shakespeare’s use of language,
along with Oxford’s personal history and literary connections to the
works of Oxford’s secretaries John Lyly and Anthony Munday.

Shakespeare’s Tranect and the Traghetto of Lizza Fusina
by Catherine Hatinguais

What does the word “Tranect” in the Merchant of 1 enice actually
mean—and how did Shakespeare come to the word: from local Italian
usage, from Latin philology, or his own imagination? Hatinguais does
an historical investigation of Italian sources and provides contempo-
rary maps and illustrations showing exactly what Tranect meant to
Renaissance Italians.

Analyzing the Chiljan Portrait
by Elisabeth Waugaman

Art historian Elizabeth Waugaman examines a 1580 painting of an
anonymous sitter by an anonymous artist to see if the colors, iconog-
raphy and artistic style of the portrait provide additional evidence for
its subject being the 17th Earl of Oxford.
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